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T d by ~ c ~ h e r r o n  

(1965) and has  been modifie 19708 194) who 

P s t a t e s t  

I- see  a p a t t e r  

Exchange of w 

macrogroups bu t  t h i s  might ju charac ter -  

i s t i c  of extended family grou e  extended 

family groups were f r e e  t o  j o i n  any summer 

macrogroup. They could have spent  one summer 

as a Noquet and the  next  as a Sau l t eu r  o r  a 

Marameg. They could even s t o p  being Chippewa 1 

a l t o g e t h e r  without c r e a t i n g  s t ra in  on the i 
1 

f a b r i c  of  Chippewa socie ty .  

Among e thnoh i s to r i ans  the  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of 

t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  Ojibwa of whom the Miss issagi  a r e  a 
* 3 

1 
L subgroup i s  the  focus of a heated debate.  Hickerson 

(1970:49) b e l i e v e s  

... t h a t  a b o r i g i n a l  ( ~ j i b w a )  s o c i e t y  was a 

c l a n  s o c i e t y ,  with impl ica t ions  f o r  * in tens ive  
-4- 

communal p a t t e r n s ,  these  i n  t u r n  becoming 

d i s tu rbed  by c o n t a c t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t r ade  c o n t a c t s  

with more advanced socioeconomic systems. 

Hickerson i s  supported i n  h i s  views by h i s  s tuden t ,  Bishop 

(1971:2) who s t a t e s :  1 

groups of no l e s s  than one hundred persons 

l i v i n g  i n  a t  l e a s t  semi-sedentary v i l l a g e s  

near  Lakes Huron and Superior  e x i s t e d  as corpora te ,  



" 

P' s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  e n t i t i e s ,  each with i t s  o m  

t e r r i t o r y  and totemic emblem, bu t  l inked  t o  

o t h e r  such u n i t s  through t i e s  of marriage,  
, - .  

t r ade  and inter-group ceremonials. t( * 

.> 

On the  o the r  hand, Smith (1974: 11-14) a rgues  t h a t  the 
% 

0 jibwa were . 
4 I 

organized i n  s o c i a l  groups based upon the ego- , 

cent red  personal  o r  b i l a t e r a l  kindred,  s t r u c t u r e d  ! 
I 

! 
through c r o s s  cous in  marriage and seasona l ly  

forming l a r g e r  hunt ing groups and r e g i n a l  

bands e x p l o i t i n g  the b i g  game and o t h e r  resources  

of a vaguely d i f i n e d  t e r r i t o r y .  The bands, 

r a t h e r  s t r u c t u r a l l y  f l u i d  o r  amorphous, were 

named a f t e r  animals ,  geographical  f e a t u r e s ,  o r  4 

f o r  e tymological ly  unknown reasons.  
~. 

Indeed, as Smith ( Ib id . r46)  p o i n t s  o u t ,  a f l u i d  s o c i a l  

o rgan iza t ion  would be expected cons ider ing  the s i z e  and 

n a t u r e  of the  t e r r i t o r y  exp lo i t ed ,  the  n a t u r a l  f l u c t u a t i o n s  

i n  game, demographic age and sex  skewing, and environmental 
., 

a c c i d i e n t s  such as f o r e s t  f i r e s .  Such c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

would be adapt ive  the  long and harsh winters  n o r t h  

of the Great Lakes. 

Closely r e l a t e d  t o  each argunlent concerning a type 

of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  i s  the  subs i s t ence  p a t t e r n .  I m p l i c i t  

i n  Hickerson' s and Bishop' s hypo t h e s i s  of corporate .  band 



i d e n t i t y  i s  the maintenance of  l a r g e  groups ( g r e a t e r  than 

; These semi-sedentary 
L e been sus ta ined  by an economy 

focused upon f i s  . , 
1 

Rogers and Smith (19 r i g h t  (1972) a s s e r t  + I 

t h a t  the  Algonkian subs i s t ence  s t r a t e g y  was based upon the i 
S 

hunting of b i g  game animals  (moose and beaver).  Although 

I f i s h i n g  was seasona l ly  important ,  i t  would n o t  dominate 
I 

! t h e  procurement system. 

Before the na tu re  of  the  se t t l ement  and subs is tence  

p a t t e r n s  and the genera l  l i f e s t y l e  of the Miss issagi  Indians  ' 

can be pursued i t  i s  necessary  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  major 

changes have occurred i n  the c u l t u r a l  system .as a r e s u l t  1 
of d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  involvement i n  the European f u r  t rade .  

To understand the impact of these  changes on the  c u l t u r a l  
L 

system a s tudy has  been d iv ided  i n t o  th ree  per iods t  The 

P r e h i s t o r i c ,  A.D. 1200-1550; The P r o t o h i s t o r i c ,  A.D. 1550- 

1615; The Contact ,  A.D. 1620-1700. 

THE PREHISTORIC PERIOD, A .D. 1200-1550 1 CHANNEL FORMATION 

AND THE INITIAL OCCUPATION OF TKE MISSISSAGI DELTA 

ORIGINS 

Perhaps the  e a r l i e s t  h i s t o r i c  account of the  Mississagi 

Ind ians  i s  i n  t h e i r  c r e a t i o n  myth recorded by the  Reverend 

P e t e r  Jones (1861:33). To paraphrase i t  b r i e f l y :  two 
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mythical c r e a t u r e s ,  one a horned lynx and the o t h e r  a toad 

were q u a r r e l l i n g .  The horned lynx s tabbed the  toad i n  

the s i d e ,  upon which water from the  s i d e  of the toad s t a r t e d  

t o  f lood the e a r t h .  Nanahbozhoo saved himself and s e v e r a l  

o t h e r  animals by bu i ld ing  a raf t .  In o rde r  t o  form a new 

world he would need s o i l  from the  o ld ,  Severa l  animals 

f a i l e d  i n  t h e i r  a t t empts  t o  secure  the  necessary  s o i l  f o r  

Nanahbozhoo from the  bottom of the  l ake  except  the muskrat. 

Upon r e c e i v i n g  the s o i l ,  Nanabozhoo was a b l e  t o  make the  

e a r t h  grow and subsequently c r e a t e d  va r ious  Indian  t r i b e s  t o  

populate  i t .  Jones ( I b i d , )  i s  s c e p t i c a l  i n  accept ing  the  

a u t h e n t i c i t y  of the  myth because of the  c lose  p a r a l l e l s  of 

the  g r e a t  f lood  recorded i n  the b i b l e .  Because of the  

u n i v e r s a l i t y  of the  f lood  myth among Native groups through- 

o u t  North and South America i t  i s  considered v a l i d ,  b u t ,  

unfor tunate ly ,  no information can be e l i c i t e d  f r ~ m  the  myth 

t h a t  may suggest  an  a c t u a l  migra t ion  of Miss issagi  t o  t h i s  

a rea .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  S c h o o l c r a f t ' s  (1851, v. ~$144) 

statement  may be of s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

To such of t h i s  people as had migrated down the 

French River  t o  Lake Huron, and a long the  nor th  

shores  t o  the Mississaging o r  Big Mouthed River ,  

they gave the term Mississagies--  a people who, 

a t  a l a t e r  day, migrated eastwardly t o  the  head 

of Lake Ontar io,  and the  v a l l e y  of the r i v e r  



Niagara below the Ridge, where they were i n  bonds 

o f . c l o s e  a l l i a n c e  with the  I roquo i s  and aided them 

i n  exterminat ing the Wyandots from the  t e r r i t o r y  

i n  Canada, which is  s t i l l  occupied i n  p a r t  by 

the  Mississagies . .  .These t h r e e  l o c a l  t r i b e s ,  t h a t  

i s  t o  say,  the Niperc l ineans ,  o r  Algonquins proper ,  

the  Miss issagies ,  and the  S a u l t e u r  o r  Ojibwas, 

were o r i g i n a l l y  one and the  same people. They 

spoke, and s t i l l  speak, the  same language. 

I n  1904, Paudash (1904:7), a Miss i s sag i  c h i e f ,  d isputed  

S c h o o l c r a f t ' s  c laim of a n  eastward migrat ion by r e i t e r a t i n g  , 

the  following. 

The Mississagas were s o  named because they. s e t t l e d  

on a r i v e r  on the  n o r t h  shore of Lake Huron, about 

seventy mi les  from S a u l t  S t e .  Marie, the  word 

Miss issagi  meaning r i v e r ;  b u t ,  they  were Shawness, 

p a r t  of the  g r e a t  Ojibwa t r i b e ,  of which the word 

Chippeway is  a corrupt ion .  I n  what i s  now the 

Ohio Valley,  the  Shawness dwelt  i n  peace and power 

till such time as t h e i r  sachems became d i s tu rbed  

and divided by p a r t y  s t r i f e .  One p a r t y  thereupon 

went nor th  through the  country of the  Michigans, 

and crossed i n t o  Canada, a t  Boweeting, now known 

as S a u l t  S te .  Marie, s e t t l i n g  down on the nor th  

shore of ~ a k e  Huron. 

The p i c t u r e  presented by Paudash h a s  c lose  p a r a l l e l s  t o  

some Iroquoian groups while i ts a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  the  Mississagi  

i s  dubious. 
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Several  a rchaeologica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  the 

9 9 Miss issagi  Delta (Wright 1961, 1964, 1968; Devereux 1962, 

1963; B r i z i n s k i  1975; B e r t u l l i  and K i l p a t r i c k  1977; B e r t u l l i  

and Buchanan i n  p repara t ion)  have d e l i n e a t e d  most if n o t  

a l l  of the  p r e h i s t o r i c  occupations of the  r i v e r  mouth. I t  

can now be conclus ive ly  s t a t e d  t h a t  the  e a r l i e s t  i n h a b i t a n t s  

camped on the  banks of the  Miss issagi  River  De l t a  no e a r l i e r  

than A.D. 1200, The absence of e a r l i e r  s i t e s  i s  a r e s u l t  of 

changing water l e v e l s  of Lake Huron and i s o s t a t i c  rebound of 

the  land ,  

The topography of the  d e l t a  i s  g e n e r a l l y  f l a t  bu t  I 

can vary  from two t o  f i f t e e n  f e e t  above p r e s e n t  sea  l e v e l  

' o f  Lake Huron, I n  a r e a s  where the he igh t  of land i s  near  

l ake  l e v e l ,  the  f l o r a  i s  cha rac te r i zed  by marsh cond i t ions ,  
I 

A t  h igher  e l e v a t i o n s ,  a mature pine f o r e s t  e x i s t s   owe 1959). 
W 
P 
L 

The he igh t  of land  above the  l ake  l e v e l  i s  a r e s u l t  of two 
9 

major f a c t o r s :  i s o s t a t i c  rebound of the  land  mass and lower . I 

I 
l ake  l e v e l s  due t o  the  down-cutting of the  main discharge 

s i l ls  (Lewis 1970:665). A t  A,D. 1200 Lewis (1b id . )  e s t ima tes  

t h a t  the  water l e v e l s  of Lake Huron would be f i v e  t o  seven 

f e e t  higher  than p resen t ,  I n  o the r  words, p r i o r  t o  A.D.  1200 

the  Miss issagi  De l t a  would e i t h e r  have been f looded o r  

cha rac te r i zed  by marsh condi t ions .  

A f t e r  A.D. 1200, the land  a r e a  s u i t a b l e  f o r  habi ta -  

t i o n  w a s  dependent upon two f a c t o r s r  a l l u v i a l  depos i t ion  t o  I 
form the i s l a n d s  of the d e l t a ;  and the formation of r i v e r  I 
channels t o  shape the i s l a n d s ,  



The Miss issagi  River  rushes  south from the he ight  

of l and  i n  Nor.ths i o ,  tumbling over water- 

L .  deep groges i n t o  the  hard rock 
.' I 

an S h i e l d  a lbng i t s  r o u t e  t o  the 
-5 

Great  Lakes. As i t  slows down, meanders s l i g h t l y ,  

and j u s t  before i t  s p i l l s  i n t o  the  North Channel 

of  Lake Huron about  two miles west o f  Bl ind  River , ,  , 

i t  forms a crow's f o o t  d e l t a  approximately seven 
1 
I , mi les  i n  a rea .  

(Samulski 1972 a 1 ) 

Presen t ly ,  the  d e l t a  i s  charac te r i zed  by t h r e e  

main discharge channels t h a t  form s e v e r a l  i s l a n d s  ( see  

Map 1 ) .  Channel formation i s  an ongoing process  ( a s  

i n d i c a t e d  by Maps 2 and 3)  the cause of  which 'can be 

r e l a t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s :  easy  e ros ion  of the banks of 

p-- 
at. 

the  i s l a n d s :  seasonal  i n c r e a s e s  i n  r i v e r  v e l o c i t y  and 

volume; damming of f u n c t i o n a l  r i v e r  channels;  increased  

s i l t i n g  of the  d e l t a  over time; and changing water l e v e l s  

of Lake Huron. 

I t  was on an e x t i n c t  i s l a n d ,  now c a l l e d  the Renard 

S i t e ,  t h a t  the  first occupants of the  d e l t a  camped. The 
1 5. 

s i t e  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  t e s t e d  i n  1975 ( B r i z i n s k i  1975) and 

p a r t i a l l y  excavated by a Laurentain Univers i ty  f i e l d  

school  of t h a t  year ( B e r t u l l i  and K i l p a t r i c k  1977) and 

re-excavated i n  1977 ( B e r t u l l i  and Buchanan, i n  ~ r e ~ a r a t i o n ) .  







Based on the  s e r i a t i o n  of a r t i f a c t s  and the expansiveness 

the  s i t e  (twenty-four a c r e s ) ,  , t h e  s i t e  was determined 
< $< 

have been seasona l ly  occu by* Algonkian speakers  -- 
tween A .D. 1200-1500 (Br iz  1975 t 85; Ber t u l l i  and 

K i l p a t r i c k  1977r68). In terms of t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  

they a r e  ind i s t ingu i shab le  from those people loca ted  a t  

S a u l t  S t e .  Marie o r  a t  Lake Nipissing,  i n  which Case 

Schoo lc ra f t  may be c o r r e c t  when he s t a t e s  (v ,  ~ 1 1 3 0 6 )  1 

They were divided i n t o  numerous l o c a l  bands 

bearing,  genera l ly  some l o c a l  name, but  

d i f f e r i n g  i n  s c a r c e l y  any apprec iable  degree 

(except  i n  those minute t r i b a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  

known only t o  themselves) i n  language, looks,  

manners, o r  customs... 
b 

I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  the  ~ j ' i bwa  c u l t u r e  h i s t o r y  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  

extends f o r  s e v e r a l  thousand yea r s  (Wright 1972) ,  but  as 

y e t  the u l t ima te  o r i g i n s  of these people remains a  

mystery. 

POPULATION 

I n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  the populat ion of the Miss issagi ,  

t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  problems encountered, A s  noted previous ly ,  

s e v e r a l  bands assumed the name Miss issagi  a f t e r  1652, and 

i n  the l a t e r  1700's  and e a r l y  1800 's ,  i t  became synonomous 

w i t h  the word 0.jibwa (Smith  1975). F u r t h e r ,  t he re  i s  a 



figures, and i f  there  i s  mention of number of people i t  

i s  usually i n  the form of number of war r io r s  o r  canoes... 

F i n a l l y ,  the s i z e  o f . t h e  band i s  never s t a t i c .  I t  f l u c t u a t e s  

wi th in  the year from a macroband t o  a microband and between 

yea r s  the occupation of the  d e l t a  may be discont inuous.  

I n  s p i t e  of these problems, an a t tempt  w i l l  be made t o  

I e s t ima te  the populat ion of the Miss issagi  Indians.  
I 
i 
I Populat ion f i g u r e s  compiled by Schoo lc ra f t  (1961, 

v. VIr272,275) l i s t  t h r e e  censuses taken i n  1776 by Madison, 

Bouquet, and Johnson who i n d i c a t e  the g r o s s  populat ion t o  

be 1250, 2000, 2000 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  For the  most p a r t ,  these 

f i g u r e s  a r e  meaningless because re fe rence  t o  the  l o c a l i t y  

i n  which the censuses were recorded w a s  n o t  expl ica ted .  . 
However, i n  1764 Captain Hutchins (Schoolcraf t ,  v .  111 r 555) 

es t ima tes  the re  were 30 war r io r s  l i v i n g  on the  Miss issagi  

River ,  o r  a t o t a l  popula t ion  of 150 people,  

Raudot (Kin ie tz  1940t371),  w r i t i n g  i n  the  e a r l y  

17001s ,  s a i d  " they (Mississague) have from f o r t y - f i v e  t o  

s i x t y  war r io r s  and a r e  almost a l l  th ieves ,"  Apart from the 

e t h n i c  s l u r ,  a  popula t ion  of 200-300 people can be d ~ r i v e d  

from t h i s  statement.  

I n  1670, Fa ther  Louis Andre (Thwaites,  J . R . ,  v. 55:134) 

"confer red  baptism on seven l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  but  r e c e n t l y  

born." If each c h i l d  r e p r e s e n t s  one family,  and us ing  the 

f i v e  people per  family r a t i o ,  a f i g u r e  of t h i r t y - f i v e  

people i s  ca lcu la ted .  Th i s  would be the  minimum number of 



people s ince  i t  would no t  be expected a l l  women t o  be 

pregnant a t  the same time, and t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  a l l  f a m i l i e s  

would be represented  i n  the c a l c u l a t i o n .  

A s  mentioned previous ly ,  i n  1659 s i x  Miss issagi  

canoes laden with f u r s  a r r i v e d  a t  Three Rivers .  If f o u r  

men per  canoe i s  an acceptable  f i g u r e ,  and us ing  the f i v e  

people per  fami ly  r a t i o ,  then a  t o t a l  of 120 people would 

be accounted f o r .  

More s u b s t a n t i a l  d a t a  a r e  given by Father  Dablon 

(Thwaites,  v. 54:133) who s t a t e d  the  following: "The 

people c a l l e d  Achiligouiane , the Amicoures, and the 

Mississague f i s h  here ,  and hunt the  I s l a n d s  and i n  the  

r e g i o n s  round about Lake Buron; they number more than four  

hundred souls." T h i s  would in t ima te  t h a t  there  were app- . 
roximately 140 people pe r  band. 

By employing a rchaeo log ica l  evidence,populat ion 

d e n s i t y  i s  es t imated  on the b a s i s  of the c l u s t e r i n g  of 

a r t i f a c t s  wi th in  s p a t i a l l y  d i s c r e t e  u n i t s  and the v a r i a t i o n  

i n  numbers of a r t i f a c t s  wi th in  these  d i s c r e t e  u n i t s .  

By comparing the range i n  s i t e  s i z e  wi th in  the Miss issagi  

De l t a ,  i t  would seem reasonable t o  es t imate  the macroband 

(MacNeish 1964) populat ion t o  range from 50 t o  150 people. 

THE SEASONAL ROUND 

The p o i n t  t o  be-made by providing documentary 

evidence i n  the  changes of the seasonal  round i s  t h a t  a  



c e r t a i n  r i c h n e s s  is  e s t a b l i s h e d  by sometimes v e r y  a s t u t e  

i n s i g h t s  and o f t en t imes  v i v i d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  from people  who 

n o t  on ly  wi tnessed ,  b u t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  Algonkian 

c u l t u r a l  system. 

A c a u t i o n a r y  no te  i s  t h a t  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  have 

taken  p l ace  a g a i n s t  a background of  d ramat ic  soc io-  

economic change brought  about  by European c o n t a c t  100 

"bread  and b u t t e r "  p u r s u i t s  would remain i n t a c t .  

The g e n e r a l  s ea sona l  p a t t e r n  i s  d e s c r i b e d  by 

P e r r o t ,  a French t r a d e r ,  who s t a t e s  ( B l a i r  1911, v. 1:279): 

In  the  month of  June t h e y  d i s p e r s e  i n  a l l  . 

d i r e c t i o n s  a long  Lake Huron, as a l s o  do the  

M i s s i s s a k i s  and the  O t t e r  People.  T h i s  l a k e  h a s  

rocky  s h o r e s ,  and is  f u l l  of small i s l a n d s  

abounding i n  b l u e b e r r i e s .  While t h e r e  t hey  

g a t h e r  s h e e t s  of bark  from the  t r e e s  f o r  making 

t h e i r  canoes and b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  cab ins . . .  

While t he  c h i l d r e n  a r e  g a t h e r i n g  a s t o r e  of 

b l u e b e r r i e s ,  t he  men a r e  busy i n  s p e a r i n g  

s turgeon.  When the  g r a i n  ( t h a t  t hey  have 

p l a n t e d )  i s  n e a r l y  r i p e ,  they  r e t u r n  home. 

A t  the  approach of w in t e r  they  r e s o r t  t o  t he  

sho res  of t he  l a k e s  t o  k i l l  beave r s  and moose, 

and do n o t  r e t u r n  thence u n t i l  s p r i n g ,  i n  

y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  r eco rded  h i s t o r y .  Although changes a r e  

pds t ed  i n  the  schedul ing  of a c t i v i t i e s ,  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  

o r d e r  t o  p l a n t  t h e i r  Ind i an  corn.  



* 

The emphasis on p l a n t i n g  corn i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i n c e  

some s c h o l a r s  in t imate  t h a t  t h i s  process  of domest icat ion 

provides an example of how e a r l y  Iroquoian groups might 

have i n i t i a t e d  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  

There a r e  a t  l e a s t  th ree  reasons  why the  Mississagi 

grew corn.  F i r s t ,  i t  provided a  s t a p l e  food resource  t o  
I combat s t a r v a t i o n  i n  the d i r e  months of winter  and e a r l y  

spr ing .  Second, an a l t e r n a t i v e  explanat ion  proposes t h a t  

I the process  of incorpora t ing  people from a t r i b a l  nation-- 

Huron, Petun,  Neut ra l  o r  Ottawa--took p lace  among the 

Miss i s sag i  p r i o r  to  1650, and i t  would be these people,  

probably out  of h a b i t ,  who p lanted  the corn. Thi rd ,  the 

corn a t t r a c t e d  game animals ,  such as ducks, geese,  and dee r ,  

which then could be s t a l k e d  with l i t t l e  phys ica l  exe r t ion .  

Raudot (Kinie tz  1940:364) i s  i n  genera l  agreement 

with P e r r o t  and adds the  following: 

A l l  the savages leave  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  and the  

bank of the  r i v e r s  and l a k e s  where they a r e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  and go in land  i n  the  win te r ,  

deep i n  the woods t o  hunt. They separa te  

from each o t h e r  i n  order  t o  f i n d  more e a s i l y  

something t o  l i v e  on. They take w i t h  them 

t h e i r  women and ch i ld ren ,  l eav ing  i n  the v i l l a g e  

only those who abso lu te ly  cannot march. 



The a b i l i t y  t o  s p l i t  i n t o  small f a m i l y  g roups  does 

n o t  appear  t o  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  w i n t e r  months as 

Lalemant (Thwai tes ,  J . R . ,  v. 23:205) p o i n t s  ou t :  

They (Algonquins)  l e a d  t h e  nomad l i f e  o f  people  

s c a t t e r e d  he re  and t h e r e ,  whenever t h e  chase  of 

f i s h i n g  may l e a d  them, sometimes i n  t h e  woods, 

sometimes over  r o c k s ,  o r  i n  I s l a n d s  i n  t h e  middle 

of  some g r e a t  l a k e ,  sometimes on t h e  banks of 

r i ve r s - -w i thou t  a house,  o r  w i thou t  a rood ,  o r  

a f i x e d  r e s i d e n c e ;  and wi thou t  g a t h e r i n g  a n y t h i n g  

from t h e  e a r t h  beyond what i t  y i e l d s  i n  a b a r r e n  

coun t ry  t o  those  who have never  c u l t i v a t e d  it... 

b u t  as they  c o n t i n u a l l y  d i v i d e  themselves  up. 

The s u b s i s t e n c e  s t r a t e g y  of  t h e  Algonkian b a s i c a l l y  . 
r evo lved  around t h e  hun t ing  of game an ima l s  b u t  d u r i n g  

s p r i n g  t o  f a l l  f i s h i n g  was popula r  as  Dablon (Thwai tes ,  

J.R., v. 54:131) n o t e s :  

The convenience of having f i s h  i n  such q u a n t i t i e s  

t h a t  one has  on ly  t o  go and draw them o u t  of t h e  

wa te r ,  a t t r a c t s  t he  sur rounding  Na t ions  t o  t h e  

s p o t  du r ing  t h e  summer. These peop le ,  be ing  

wanderers wi thout  f i e l d s  and wi thout  c o r n ,  and 

l i v i n g  f o r  t he  most p a r t  on ly  by f i s h i n g  f i n d  

he re  the  means t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  wants. 

P e r r o t  ( B l a i r ,  v. 13276) adds  some impor t an t  obser-  

v a t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  o b t a i n i n g  and p r o c e s s i n g  of f i s h r  



The savages surmount a l l  those t e r r i b l e  cascades,  

i n t o  which they c a s t  a n e t  which resembles a 

bag, a l i t t l e  more than h a l f  an  a l l  i n  width and 

an  e l l  deep, a t t ached  t o  a  wooden fo rk  about 

f i f t e e n  f e e t  long.. .and when they  f e e l  t h e i r  

n e t s  heavy they draw them in .  I t  i s .  only  they, 

the Miss i s sak i s ,  and the N i p i c i r i n i e n s  who can 

p r a c t i c e  t h i s  f i s h i n g .  This  kind of f i s h  i s  

l a r g e ,  h a s  f i r m  f l e s h ,  and i s  very  nourishing.  

The savages dry  i t  over a f i r e ,  on wooden frames 

placed high above, and keep i t  f o r  winter .  

When t h e r e  was an  absence of game, the  Algonkian 

would r e s o r t  t o  p l a n t s  as Father  Louis Andre ( ~ ~ h w a i t e s ,  J.R., 

v. 55:143) experienced the hard way. "I went i n t o  the woods, 
4 

a s  d i d  most of the  savages,  t o  hunt f o r  r o o t s ,  acorns ,  and 

a kind of moss c a l l e d  by the French a s  rock t r i p e , "  

I n  the sp r ing ,  the O j i b w a  would take advantage o f  

the sweet and t a s t y  maple sap as suggested by Father  Dablon's 

(Thwaites, J.R., v. 55:101) chance discovery.  

... have i n a d v e r t a n t l y  bapt ized  him, n o t  w i t h  

n a t u r a l  water ,  but  with a c e r t a i n  l i q u o r  t h a t  

runs  from the t r e e s  toward the end of winter ,  

and which i s  known a s  'Maple-water' ,  which I 

took f o r  n a t u r a l  water. 

A s i m i l a r ,  bu t  admi t ted ly  b lu r red  percept ion  of 

the procurement system, i s  o f fe red  by the archaeologica l  
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