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Powwow A look at the Past.
Source:http://everlastingexile.weebly.com/gallery-of-adventures.html

Powwow (anglicized word) or Pau-wau or pauau itself
is from the Algonquian language which refers to a
gathering of medicine men and/or spiritual leaders. A
religious ceremony, usually one of curing (Baine
1995:10). In the 1800’s the European explorers observing these religious gatherings and dances mispronounced the word as powwow. Non-Indians began to
use the term to describe nearly any gathering of Native people they experienced and eventually, Indians
themselves began using the term.
As they learned more English,
the more “powwow” became the
accepted standard for both Indian
and non-Indian people.
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main attraction for participants is socializing; a
time to get together, return home, exchange gossip
and court. It is also an environment where traditions like honesty and generosity are kept alive and
passed from generation to generation. Traditionally a powwow celebration was expressed through
song and dance. A significant and forgotten part of
these get-togethers was the exchange of gifts. This
practice was an important part of re-establishing
old ties and friendships with each other. When a
gift was given, proper etiquette required that a gift
be given in return.

For Mississauga First Nation,
the
powwow
was
reintroduced in the summer of
1985. It was a dream of one
elder, Mr. Richard Chiblow to
The powwow itself is North
reintroduce it into the commuAmerica’s oldest public festival.
nity. It was first held about
Native Americans have celebratwhere the sports complex, ball
ed the circle of life for centuries
field is located, then moved to
with seasonal ceremonies of
the Potomac to where it is now
feasting, dancing, singing and
held. The existing Powwow
drumming. The circle of life is
grounds were selected and
Old powwow, 1939 This 1940s-era photo shows Red Lake
endless, no beginning, no end. tribal members celebrating and giving thanks during a tradi- then a ceremony was perOriginally, they were planned tional powwow. While Ojibwe language has faded, the powformed to open the grounds for
around seasonal changes. The wow tradition remains strong. (Courtesy Red Lake Tribal
the Powwow. I remember as a
Archives)
early
Jesuit
child, when the church use to
I N S I D E
missionaries contributed to the conput bazaars on in the late sixties or early seventies,
T H I S I S S U E :
tinuation of these celebrations by
I am not sure, but I recall a lot of people gathered
Editorial
2 having the natives schedule them on
around a drum and dancing in the old ball field beholy days in the Roman Catholic
hind where Mathew Armstrong lives.
Ojibway Hunting
3
calendar(Arlee 1988:4). The PowIn the area on the Mississaugi River, across from
wow’s main focus is on dance,
Wampum at Niagara 6
the delta and where Cameco refinery and the golf
drum and song, but other activities
course, there was a huge settlement there at one
include
honoring
ceremonies,
Daycare Graduates
8 games, food, arts and crafts and
time as proven by the archeological evidence
which verifies that there was at one time.
more importantly, the opportunity to
Recipes
13
see old friends and make new ones.
As relayed to me by an local elder, he mentions
Pow wow’s are open to the public,
that there were huge summer gatherings for socialRedrock
15
so the venue provides interaction
izing, feasting and dancing and war councils on the
between native and non-native. An
Mississauga Delta. People would travel from all
Elders Profile
18 event to celebrate culture, but the
over the area to attend.
Continued on Page 14
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Editorial - Chief Reggie Niganobe
Aanii Boozhoo,
Welcome to our Annual General Band Assembly. At
this time, I’d like to take the time to have a moment of
silence for all those who have passed on this year
from our community and also our nation in general.
I’ll keep my opening remarks terse, because we have
several councilors, whom need to speak this evening.
The subject I would like to address though is this, every day when I go to town and return to Mississaugi, I
pass a sign that says, “Mississauga First Nation”. I
always ponder that last word, “Nation” and the insinuation of sovereignty that comes with it. This
leads me to ask the question, “Are we a Nation?” Are
we truly Autonomous? We assert that we are! We
have, set boundaries and borders; like a nation. We
fall under the Robinson Huron Treaty, which asserts
our sovereignty. Yet, our citizenship is decided by an
outside Government. Our nations flag does not fly
outside our main office. I ask then, at what level of
pride does our Nation have?
What I see, in some ways, we are abject in nation
building and in other ways, we are prodigious at actually being a community. We do face problems that
several small nations face. We lack robust and sustainable economy. One explanation, I can give for
this is the obvious lack of investment in our community. Private business is almost non-existent on our
First Nation. We can promote investment, we can
create infrastructure and discontinue our parsimonious ways, and also of course, we cannot do it alone.
This cannot be done without our citizens. The reason
I say this is because perhaps you know someone who
has the skills and investment capital. Maybe, perhaps
they are a relative or a friend from this First Nation.
We should be encouraging them to return or invest in
Mississauga.
Generally, you’ll need a myriad of excuses not to.
That is fine, but make sure they are accurate reasons
and not generalizations or myths that the media portrays. Banks do give loans for Aboriginal Business:
in fact, banks such as CIBC, Royal and BMO all have
Aboriginal Sectors and that’s just names at the top of
the list.
Housing needs and issues continue to be addressed as
we move forward. Soon citizens will be able to easily
access loans, through the “First Nations Market

ing Fund”. The same citizens will also be issued a
“Certificate of Occupancy”. So that home is forever
yours once it is paid for. One other aspect that I see,
that links directly to this issue is the need for retention of educated graduates. Every Nation faces the
challenge of retaining the highly skilled and educated. I constantly hear the phrase, “Get a good Education”, but coupled with that also hear “Move away
from here and get a good job, because there is nothing here for you.” This is a pedant way of thinking.
We must change that train of thought. Our educated
must return back to their communities and help address these issues, we are all faced with. The very
things that they say are not here for them. They’ll
access the skills to create these much needed investments and changes in Mississauga. Otherwise, Mississauga risks becoming like every other past small
town. That has disappeared Continued on page 18…...

Disclaimer:
Information, views or opinions expressed on the
Mississauga First Nation Smoke Signal, both hardcopy and webpage originates from different sources
and contributors throughout the general community.
Please note all content does not necessarily represent or reflect the views of our Editor and Editorial
Board or their affiliates. Any feedback or contributions are most welcome.
We publish this newsletter only for Members of the
Mississauga First Nation, both on and off the First
Nation, who reside in both Canada and the United
States. We do not intend to enter into contracts with
organizations outside of these 2 countries.
DEFINITION: A client newsletter is one that you
distribute free, primarily to clients, prospective
clients, referral sources, and other stakeholders of
your firm. Its objective is to be informative, to
demonstrate your expertise, and to promote your
services, rather than to earn a profit.
Written articles and links are properly referenced
so as not to claim it as its own material, but as a
means of informing our members.
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Ojibway Hunting Practices in The Past
Source: Traditional History and Character sketches Of The Ojibway by George Copway

Types of game hunted were the reindeer, the rabbit,
lynx, martin, and fisher. The Rabbit has been the principal game for the northern Indians. These latter are
made into strings and woven into blankets. They also
made their garments of these skins, and are dressed in
them from head to foot. Description of how the deer
was hunted before the firearm came to the ojibway:
This animal was killed in four different ways before
the introduction of fire-arms. The first way was by a
snare formed of a rope of wild hemp, and so placed
that when the deer’s neck was caught, the more stir he
made the more he could not stir. At every movement
the cord would wind about the neck tighter and tighter,
until he was choked: for at one end of the rope would
be fixed a small rail, which the large end slips off, and
in falling it presses upon the deer, who in a short time
dies. When they wished to get through soon, they
placed these snares all around for half a day, then
drive the deer all over the snares until some are
caught.
The second was by driving sharp spikes of wood into
the ground on the deer path, just the other side of a log
over which they would be expected to jump. In jumping the logs, they must fall upon these sharp spikes,
which would pierce them through, and thus kill them.
The third way was to drive the deer with dogs into the
water, when, being out of their element, they could be
captured. In winter, instead of driving them into water, a short chase in the deep snow would soon tire
them, and they were soon at the disposal of the hunter.
The fourth and last manner of killing them was by
means of bow and arrow. Bows were made of a power to enable them to shoot through the side of a deer
without any difficulty. The Indian watched at the
“Salt Licks,” or at the borders of lakes or rivers, to
which the deer often go to feed on the grass. An Indian can shoot a deer in woods at a distance of fifty paces.

Source: http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/F/
First_Nations.asp

Ojibway Name Origin
Source: The Traditional History and Characteristics of the
Ojibway by George Copaway

I have heard a tradition related to the effect that a
general council was once held at some point above
the Falls of St. Anthony, and that when the Ojibways came to this general council they wore a peculiar shoe or moccasin, which was gathered on the
top from the tip of the toe, and at the ankle. No other Indians wore this style of foot-gear, and it was on
account of this peculiarity that they were call Ojibway, the signification of which, is gathering.
Gakina—awiiya—”We are all related”

Gikinoo’amaadiwin – “We Gain Knowledge”
“Education was continual and perpetual in everything that
we did and that way then you became a whole person, because there was education for the body·there was education
for the mind and for the unseen.
--Larry Aitken, Leech Lake Ojibwe
*Please note* - All photographs published in the

They hear the great Spirit in every wind; see him in every
cloud; fear him in sounds, and adore him in every place that
inspires awe.
Ojibway

Smoke Signal are stored at the library for future reference. If you want copies or would like to view the
photos, just call the library to make arrangements.
Meegwetch!
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Did you Know
http://www.ojibweculture.ca/site/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=d%2f6Zyw7SYWY%3d&tabid=64&mid=399 and http://www.tc.umn.edu/~call0031/
ojibwa.html

The following information was taken from The Ojibway
Cultural Foundation Newsletter by Alan Corbierre Winter Solstice: A tale of two Teachers
Our Elders tell us that two teachers were sent to earth by
the Creator. Jesus Christ was sent to the people across
the ocean and Nenaboozhoo was sent here to teach us
Anishinaabeg. In fact both were born of virgins or both
had an .Immaculate conception, and both reportedly had
amazing abilities as children.

The old phone number system in the
town of Blind River
for businesses at this
time including the
Taxi service on the
opposite side of the
business card format.

Gaamiinigooyang – “That Which Is Given To Us”
“These animals and the plants and everything else, their
spirits feed our spirits·you know if we don’t have the
fish, if we don’t have the deer, if we don’t have the plants
to feed us spiritually we are no longer Anishinaabe.
The rivers that run underground are the veins of Mother
Earth and water is her blood, purifying her and bringing
her food. Mother Earth implies reproduction and fertility
and life.
The four directions - North, South, East, and West are
very important. The physical and spiritual duality is represented in the four directions. It is thought that medicinal plants when physically picked will not work unless
there has been the proper spiritual behaviour (such as
offering tobacco, etc.).
Ah-ki' (the Earth) is a woman and had a family. The Sky
is called Father. Nee-ba-gee'sis (the Moon) is called
Grandmother. Gee'sis (the Sun) is Grandfather. Gi'-tchie
Man-i-to' (Creator or Great Mystery) is the Creator.
Boo-zhoo' means "hello" (and indirectly makes reference
to the idea that Ojibway are related to Original Man or
Anishinabe also known later as Way-na-boo'zhoo or
Naniboujou, etc). Mi-gwetch' means "thank you" and
Mishomis means "Grandfather." Since everything in the
world was created before Original Man many things are
referred to as "Grandfather."

HAPPY Thanksgiving
from the Smoke Signal
Editorial Board.
...everything on the earth has a purpose, every disease an
herb to cure it, and every person a mission. This is the
Indian theory of existence.
-Morning Dove (Salish) 1888-1936
Bimaadiziwin – “A Healthy Way of Life”

"Muzzinabikon" or rock writing, most often recorded

“Good health means that you’re in balance, body, mind,
and spirit.”

"the visionary experiences" of Ojibwa
(Vastoukas and Vastoukas 1973:44).

--Noreen Smith, Red Lake Ojibwe

shamans

Smoke Signal
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grandparents.
My fathers mother was too young at the time to
begin to raise him so his grandparents adopted
him with her consent. He was raised as though he
was their own child and they never revealed to
him who his real mother was until he was in his
mid-teenage years. He was very surprised when
he found out who she was and from then on, and
they bonded closer together. He was always
thankful for to his grandparents for raising him,
teaching him right from wrong.

The above photo is of Woodward Ave (Main Street) Blind River
(1906). Photo was taken across the street from where Old Mill
Motel is located. You can notice a big hotel (the River View Hotel)
where the Royal Bank now stands today, and before the 17 restaurant was built on the opposite side of main street (building unknown). There were very few automobiles at this time as you can
see… transporting a boat to the lake.

Adoption Practices among the Ojibway
Source: Chippewa Child Life and its cultural background (M.
Inez Hilger)
By: Clifford Niganobe

Children were viewed as the inheritors of the earth and
were well cared for ensuring that they did the right thing.
They were taught by example, lecturing and counselling
and listening in when adults and elders got together for
ceremonies and storytelling.
Adoption of persons was very prevalent in the old days
and was still practiced in the 1920’s & 30’s until the
American and Canadian Governments stepped in and
began forcefully removing our children from their
homes. They placed them in their facilities and institutions and adopting them out to non-native families,
therefore stripping them of their traditions, language,
culture and severing the ties that bond families together.
Small children were and are adopted not only to relatives, but also friends. Older children and adult person’s
chose a home and asked to be adopted or they were invited to do so. There were no adoption ceremonies, only
a clear understanding by the parties concerned. In the
case of small children, the parents consent was required.
My father was one of four community members that I
know of who was raised not by their parents, but by their

FALL GATHERING
Chiblow Lake Lodge
October 18—20, 2012
Lands & Resources Department is seeking
ELDERS and MFN CITIZENS to take part
in our Events.
(fishing, hunting,trapping and traditional knowledge
in our Events)

Contact Band office at 1-795356-1621
Carla Marcellus ext. 2232
Donna Hoeburg ext. 2239

There are no beggars among them or fatherless children
un-provided for.”
Roger Williams Key

Visit online at http://www.mississaugi.com to
view past issues. Just look for the link SMOKE
SIGNAL at top of the webpage. For those of
you who do not have access to a computer, we
will continue to mail out a hardcopy of the
Smoke Signal to you, For those of you who
wish to be removed from the mailing list,
please email us at: mfnlirary@mississaugi.com
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Wampum at Niagara: The Royal Proclamation, Canadian Legal History, and Self
Government.
A First Nations perspective reflecting the view that
they were not conquered was made by Minavavana
Ojibway Chief from West Manitoulin Island:

Health Card Renewal or Application
Monday to Friday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm
62 Queen Avenue (Old MNR Building)
Blind River, ON
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Englishman, although you have conquered the French
you have not yet conquered us! We are not your
slaves. These lakes, these woods and mountains, were
left to us by our ancestors. They are our inheritance;
and we will part with them to none. Your nation supposes that we, like the white people, cannot live without bread, and pork and beef! But, you ought to know,
that he, the Great Spirit and Master of Life, has provided food for us, and these spacious lakes, and on
these woody mountains.
Englishman, our Father, the King of France, employed
our young men to make war upon your nation. In this
warfare, many of them have been killed; and it is our
custom to retaliate, until such time as the spirits of the
slain are satisfied. But the spirits of the slain are to be
satisfied in either of two ways; the first is the spilling
of the blood of the nation by which they fell; the other,
by covering the bodies of the dead, and thus allaying
the resentment of their relations. This is done by making presents.
Englishman, your king has never sent us any presents,
nor entered into any treaty with us, whereof he and we
are still at war; and, until he does these things, we
must consider that we have no other father of friend
among the white man, than the King of France…
You have ventured your life among us, in the expectation that we should not molest you. You do not come
armed, with an intention to make war, you come in
peace, to trade with us, to supply us with necessities,
of which we are in much want. We shall regard you
therefore as a brother; and you may sleep tranquilly,
without fear of the Chippewas. As a token of our
friendship we present you with this pipe, to smoke.

The earth and myself are of one mind.
Chief Joseph– Nez Pierce

FOOD BANK
OPEN EVERY FRIDAY FROM 1:00
P.M TO 4:00 P.M. AT THE MEEJIM
BUILDING ON SAWMILL ROAD

BINGO
Bingo is held every Tuesday (Elders)
Elders—$1000 jackpot (guaranteed)
Woman’s Group - Dependant on number of
People, if 70 or more $1000, if under 70 $800
jackpot
Come out and support the worthy causes

The Native people have a relationship with the Creator and that is the relationship with the environment."
"
--Bucko Teeple, Bay Mills Ojibwe

Smoke Signal
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Mississauga First Nation Sports Complex
In Motion Fitness Centre
Hours of Operation and Price List
Monday to Friday 9:00 am—9:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am—7:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am—7:00 pm
Student

Price

Adult

Price

Senior

Price

Family

Price

Day Pass

$4.00

Day Pass

$5.00

Day Pass

$5.00

Day Pass

$15.00

1 week

$8.00

1 week

$10.00

1 week

$8.00

1 week

$25.00

1 month

$20.00

1 month

$30.00

1 month

$20.00

1 month

$55.00

3 months

$45.00

3 months

$60.00

3 months

$45.00

3 months

$85.00

6 months

$70.00

6 months

$80.00

6 months

$65.00

6 months

$145.00

1 year

$105.00

1 year

$155.00

1 year

$105.00

1 year

$255.00

Gymnasium Rental Fees
Gym Fee Rentals Licensed Event

Social Insurance Card Application and
Replacement

$35.00/hr

Non Licensed
Event

$30.00/hr.

Conferences

$20.00/hr

Recreation events $15.00/hr
Meeting Room

Seminars &
workshops

$15.00/hr

Kitchen Rental

1 day

$30.00 added to invoice

Can be done every 2nd Wednesday of the
Month at 62 Queen Avenue (old MNR
Building) in Blind River. Replacement
cards cost $10.00. You can call 705-3562226 to get more information on what you
need to bring with you to replace or renew
SIN or Health Cards.

"THE WOMEN EMERGING are the hearts of the na-

tion."Megisi-Turtle Mountain Ojibway

“The government of the people is the people. That is where the power is, with the people. And the leaders of
the people are not all in government. They are all over.”
--Winona LaDuke, White Earth Ojibwe

P a g e
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MFN Daycare Graduates 2012
Submitted by: Shelly Daybutch, Program
Director

The Mississauga Binojee Nagdawenjigamik is VERY PROUD to
have graduated six of our Day Care Kids to the J.K.
programs in Blind River.
Congratulations to Nicholas Bates, Alexander Debassige, Madilyn Moffatt, Paige Morningstar, Jaden
Recollet and Ella Rose Tulloch-Chiblow. Good
luck also goes out to Michel Lafrenier Jr. and Olivia
Recollet as they enter Grade one and continued success to Katie Chiblow, and Theo Bobiwash in the
Sk. Program.
Our rooms are very, BUSY, BUSY, BUSY with all
the hustle and bustle of the children changing rooms
as they switch from the Infant to Toddler and Toddler to Preschool programs. To the parents of the
move ups, please speak with the new teachers so
you are sure to have everything here that is needed.
We would also like to welcome Brenna and Brooke
Boyer-Chiblow to our program….WELCOME
GIRLS!! :)
Our new equipment has been erected and it needs to
pass inspection by the Certified Playground Inspector before we can use it. The children are waiting
anxiously to explore and enjoy the new pieces.
REMINDER:::
CHILDREN
and
YOUTH...PLEASE STAY AWAY FROM THE
CENTRE AND PLAYGROUNDS...YOU WILL
BE CHARGED WITH TRESPASSING IF
FOUND IN, AROUND OR NEAR THE BUILDING AND SURROUNDING AREA!
Parents please speak to your children about this. We
have already been vandalized and cannot afford to
repair damage done by someone else! You will be
held responsible if
your child is the
cause of the damages...so please speak
to them!!
Hope Everyone had
a Great Summer!
Welcome
tumn! :)

Au-

A note from the Editor
The scope of our newsletter will focus on the history
of our First Nation. All or most articles are submitted
by Band members, taken from historical documents
that have been researched to be accurate as possible.
If you have articles, or stories from our past, we
would greatly appreciate it if you can submit them for
our next newsletter.
Most submissions will be edited for grammar and
spelling mistakes, but I will add that when an article
is submitted for grammatical errors, you begin to lose
what the person is trying to say, lose their idea, so it
may be better to leave the story just the way it is
because they are expressing their idea, their story in
their own way. That would be like two people
standing beside one another and if one was to draw a
straight line out from where they are, the person who
drew the line would see it as being straight and the
person beside them would see it from a different
angle and think it wasn’t straight.
So you see, there is a matter of a few inches that will
change the view of the intended message.
Miigwetch

Elder’s Meditation of the Day
http://www.whitebison.org/meditation/index.php

“"Each soul must meet the morning sun, the new,
sweet earth, and the great silence alone.”
--Charles Alexander Eastman, OHIYESA SANTEE
SIOUX
Each morning a new sun for a new days arises. Each
morning the sweet perfume from the Mother Earth
spreads across the land. This combination of sun,
earth, smell and quiet is a magic door for me to enter
to kneel before the Grandfathers. The sacred time to
commune with the Great Spirit.
Oh Great Spirit, I humbly stand before you along with
the new sun, the Mother Earth and the smells of the
morning. I ask you to direct my thinking today. Le t
me live in the silence. Teach me your wisdom, Teach
me to love my brothers and sisters. Let me respect
the things You have made.

Smoke Signal
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Kahkewaquonaby (aka Sacred Waving Feathers, aka Peter Edmund Jones) the son of Augustus Jones and Tuhbenahneequay Welsh/Mississauga Ojibwa - 1845 — with Guillermo Ledesma
<https://www.facebook.com/guillermo.ledesma.10> , Jordan
McMorris <https://www.facebook.com/jordan.mcmorris> , Michael Nobodyspecial Norcross <https://www.facebook.com/
michael.norcross.5> and Tim Callon <https://
www.facebook.com/tim.callon> .

Peter Jones—Kahkewaquona was a physician, Mississauga
Ojibwa chief, Indian agent, and newspaperman; b. 30 Oct.
1843 in London, Upper Canada, son of Peter Jones* and
Elizabeth Field*; m. 27 Feb. 1873 Charlotte Elvin, widow
of William Dixon, in Brantford, Ont.; they had no children; d. 29 June 1909 in Hagersville, Ont.
Note the Thunderbird on his satchel which is the mark of
the Mississauga Ojibway.

9

Above photo (courtesy of the Ojibway Cultural Foundation) is of a
knife and sheath (Northern Ojibwa type, ca. 1750)
The knife sheath shown here was part of this distinctive complex of
native dress and adornment. It is a fine example of early artistic
traditions and of the technical skills of the women who made them.
The presence of imported materials -- iron, trade cloth and glass
beads -- on otherwise traditional items suggests that these pieces
were made soon after contact with Europeans, possibly during the
late eighteenth century. An iron knife was a much-coveted trade
item. The Native owner of this one encased it in an elaborately decorated sheath, and carried it ostentatiously displayed on his chest.

Need an email address with mississaugi.com? They are
totally free. Just contact the library or visit http://
www.mississaugi.com and we can set you up.

Source: Wikipedia

To the left is a Pictorial notation of an Ojibway music
board. Orignal illustration on a birchwood slab from the
Northern Great Lakes area, ca 1820. Historical and statistical information respecting the history, conditions and
prospects of the Indian Tribes of the United States by
Henry Row Schoolcraft, Philadelphia: Lipincott, Gramo,
1851-57.
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Paul Boyer, Now 73, Mighty Man with Pack
th

August 7 , 1937 - The Sault Daily Star
BY J.F.M.
FAMILIAR FIGURE OF MISSISSAUGA FORESTS ONCE
CARRIED 400 POUND STOVE ON HIS BACK; FIRST SAW
DEER IN 1880.

There is no more familiar figure in the Mississauga
Forest Reserve than Paul Boyer, who was born three
miles from Iron Bridge 73 years ago and who has
spent his life in the area north of Blind River except
for seven years with the Hudson Bay Co. during which
he travelled to Hudson Bay the lake head and other
points.
Right now Paul is living at Camp 17, situated where
the Rapid River tumbles into the Mississauga. His
winters he still spends in the lumber camps having
been “in the deal,” as he puts it, every time the lumber
companies changed hands.

on the Au Sable with two companions. And he carried a big canoe day after day, with snow falling
from the trees on the canoe making the task still
more arduous. The canoe only weighed 60 or 70
pounds, he explained, but the snow added to the
weight while the footing was not good. Added to
that the canoe made an awkward burden to be carting 30 miles a day.
First Deer in 1880

A man who had spent a lifetime in Algoma should
make a good authority on when deer first came to
this country, the reporter felt, so Paul was asked
about it.

Famed Weight Lifter

He recalled that when he was 16 years old he was
out with a companion near Iron Bridge when they
found strange tracks. They thought the tracks were
made by a small animal. When they followed the
tracks they discovered the deer and neither had seen
one before 1880. He recalls that there were no settlers in the Iron Bridge area then.

He is famed throughout the Mississauga country for
his ability to handle great weights and his wife shares
that fame.

Then the deer became plentiful, particularly 30
years ago. He recalled counting 60 on one lake
about that time.

“I saw her pick a 200 pound barrel of flour off a wagon and carry it 25 feet,” mused Paul as we chatted together on a bench in front of his living quarters. “But
she couldn’t do it now,” he added.
In his own heyday he could carry a pack of 450
pounds on portages, Paul confessed when asked about
his reputation. Day after day he would carry 100
pounds in a pack, 30 miles a day between Green Lake
and Biscotasing.
Carried Camp Stove

“I used to do some crazy things,” he recalled when he
was asked if he was the man who carried a lumber
camp stove, weighing 400 pounds or more, on his
back. Paul did that many years ago, casting his heavy
burden over the Slate Falls portage on the Mississauga
while amazed companions looked on in awe.
He remembered being caught up in the freeze up once

First Moose in 1878

Paul was around too when the first moose was
killed in the Mississauga country. He was about 14
then (1878) and was camped with his family not far
from where we chatted with him. A man came down
from farther up the river to tell Paul’s grandfather
about the strange animal he had killed and asking
him to come and look at it. Paul recalled that his
grandfather had never seen an animal like it in Algoma and wasn’t able to name it. It was about 25
years ago that the wolves began to be numerous in
the forest reserve, Paul related, pausing to tell about
trapping three last winter, one of the biggest he had
ever seen. He regretted not having taken its measurements. This big fellow had been caught in a discarded snare too. Paul had kicked it aside, leaving
the loop still in the snare which caught the animal’s
Continued on page 16
front foot. Paul shot it.
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First Nations Crossword Puzzle
1

2

3

4

5
6

7

8

2

A graphic character used in

1

picture writing

4

A long narrow sled

People who pick and find
their food.

3

A small wooden board made to
carry a baby

6

People who grew their own food
5

7

A village built of Adobe and rock

8

Many people lived inside this

Small and light boat pointed at
.

large wooden building.

Ojibwemowin – “Ojibwe Oral Tradition”

“If we lose the language, we are no more, we may become something else, but we will not be Anishinaabe.”
--Walt Bressette, Red Cliff Ojibwe
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MISSISSAUGI TRUST
ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
Thursday October 11, 2012, AT 6:00 pm in the Council
Chambers
The Trust will be viewing the Annual Report and the
2011 Audit Report.
If you have any questions or concerns that you would
like addressed at the meeting, please advise the Trust
Manager at least one week prior to the Meeting.
Call 1-705-356-1621 ext 2206

Photo of one of the earliest pow wows on the Mississauga First
Nation. (Photo courtesy of Leona Boyer)

1-877-356-1621 ext 2206
E-mail: claudetteb@mississaugi.com
Light Refreshments will be served
DOOR PRIZES (MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN)
COME OUT EARLY—BALLOT BOX WILL BE REMOVED 15

LITTLE NHL
MISSISSAUGA WARRIORS
We would like to thank everyone who
came out and supported our Bantam team
on Sunday September 16th.

MINUTES AFTER START OF MEETING.

Mississauga First Nation Library
Hours of Operation
Day
Monday to Thursday—9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Friday—9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Evening
Monday to Thursday—6:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Sunday
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm

We will continue to hold fund raising
events for our team up until the Little
NHL tourney on the spring break, 2012.
Our next event will be in October 2012,
keep watch for it in the community flyer.
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Recipe for Moose Balls (wild game)
http://www.tasteofhome.com/Recipes/MooseMeatballs

Prep/Total Time: 30 min.
Yield: 3-4 Servings
Ingredients
1 pound ground moose meat
1 egg, lightly beaten
4 tablespoons cornstarch, divided
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
2 tablespoon chopped onion
1 tablespoon canola oil
3 tablespoons white vinegar
1 can (8 ounces) pineapple chunks
1/2 cup sugar
1 tablespoon soy sauce
1 medium green pepper, cut into strips
Hot cooked wide egg noodles
Directions
In a bowl, combine meat, egg, 1 tablespoon
cornstarch, salt, pepper and onion. Shape into 1
-1/2-in. balls. In a large skillet, brown meatballs in oil. Cover and cook over low heat until
the meatballs are done, about 10 minutes.
In a saucepan, stir vinegar and remaining cornstarch until smooth. Drain pineapple, reserving
juice. Set pineapple aside. Add enough water to
juice to equal 1-1/2 cups stir into vinegar mixture. Add sugar and soy sauce; cook and stir
over medium heat until thickened. Add the
meatballs, pineapple and green pepper; cook
until heated through and the green pepper is
tender. Serve over noodles. Yield: 3-4 servings.
Editor's Note: If moose meat isn't available in
your area, ground beef can be substituted.
Nutritional Facts 1 serving (6 each) equals 375
calories, 6 g fat (1 g saturated fat), 142 mg cholesterol, 916 mg sodium, 44 g carbohydrate, 1
g fiber, 36 g protein.

Wild Goose and Rice
~ 4 cups chopped goose
~ 1 1/2 tbsp butter
~ 1 medium onion, chopped
~ 2 cups rice
~ 5 cups chicken broth
~ salt & pepper
~ 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
In a large saucepan, saute the onion in the butter.
Add the goose, rice, chicken broth and salt and pepper.
Bring to a boil. Reduce heat, cover and simmer for 30
minutes.
Sprinkle with cheese before serving.
Can substitute regular rice for wild rice. Enjoy with your
favorite side dishes.

Rabbit Stew
A hearty rabbit stew to get you through a cold winter's
night! Preparation time, 30 minutes; Cooking time, 3
hours. Serves 4 to 8.
1
2 cups
1
1 tsp
1/4 tsp
1/2 tsp
1
5
5
1
1/4 cup
1/4 cup
1

stewer rabbit, cut up
water
beef bouillon cube
salt
pepper
rosemary
medium onion, chopped
medium carrots
medium potatoes
medium turnip
flour
water
clove garlic, crushed

In a large dutch oven, lightly brown the rabbit pieces in
cooking oil. Add water with dissolved bouillon cube, salt,
pepper and rosemary. Cover tightly and simmer for 2
hours, stirring occasionally, or until rabbit is getting tender.
While rabbit is cooking, peel and chop vegetables. Remove
rabbit from heat and pick out fine bones: ribs and back
bones. Add vegetables to rabbit pot, simmer 40 minutes
longer. Mix flour, remaining water and garlic, add to stew,
cook with stirring until slightly thickened.
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Continued from page 1

Powwow—
By: Clifford Niganobe

Some even as far away as the Minnesota area. He
has met Anishnabe from as far as the Minnesota are
and they told them that their parents told him of their
grandfathers travelling to this area to join in the summer festivals held each year. They would leave in the
spring time and arrive here in the summer in time for
the gathering. It would take them 2 months travel to
arrive and 2 months to return back home in time to
prepare for the winter.
Some of the old Dances performed at these ceremonies not only in our area, but other locations in the
past were:
The Dream dance
The Eagle dance
The Ghost Dance

Snake Dance Bear Dance
War dance Smoke dance
Rain dance

Pow Wows are either:
Traditional - No contests, some exhibitions, usually a
feast, open to Everybody, free, anybody can get up
and dance, sometimes there's a giveaway or a name
giving.
Competition/Contest - You pay to get in, no free feast,
there are contests,
dancers win money, they are often intertribal and
open to everybody.
General - To honor an event like for a returning veteran, a death in the
community, feast and giveaway.
Ceremonial - Like the 4 day Sun Dance, epitomizes
spirituality.
The Ojibwe Eagle Staff has:
Mink Hide Covering
8 small eagle feathers
Canadian medallion
4 colored ribbons
printed cloth
20m eagle feathers (bottom and top are spotted)
Staff
Drums, Songs and Singers
The significance of exchanging gifts at a powwow is
that the person honored gives the gifts away. The
two types of drums used are drums covered by

hides and contemporary bass drums.
The drum beat signifies the heartbeat of Mother
Earth and in some traditions the medicine of thunder.
The vocables of chants are syllables without meaning
used to carry the melody.
The flag song is equivalent to the anthem of the nation.
The American, Canadian, state and tribal flags are
carried in during the Grand Entry.
When an honor song is sung it is customary and
stand in silence.
The eagle represents the thunderbird, the messenger
of the Creator.
When an eagle feather is dropped by accident, the
veterans and a drum sing a brave man song and a
wounded veteran picks up the feather and returns it
to its owner. Then the owner gives him a gift.
The role of the head dancers is to guide and direct
the dancers. They start the dances.
The head singer must know all the songs and often
starts the singing/drumming.
Dogs should never be at sacred ceremonies because
dogs are the Ojibway's brothers as much as the wolf
was a brother to Original Man. Because the Creator
separated the paths of the wolf and Original Man, the
dog who is a relative of the wolf should be separate
from contemporary people and should be kept separate from sacred ceremonies and where ceremonial
objects are stored or it could endanger people's lives.
Source: http://
everlastingexile.weebly.com/
the-drums-oftheojibway.html

Pphotos to
the left show
drumsticks
used by
drummers in
the past.
Each drumstick was
unique to the
person that
created it.
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Construction of Red Rock Dam, a brief history
By: Clifford Niganobe

Red Rock during construction of the Dam
Red Rock Falls, before the dam was built by Ontario Hydro. The portage trial is just to the right of the falls as indicated by an elder from

Photos show red rock as it was before the dam was built,
during construction and the final results of the dam. The
falls was always portaged by our ancestors (above photo)
to the right in the picture (Shown by red arrow) of the
dam. In fact, one elder recounts the time when he was
young that they canoed up the Mississaugi river to go to
their hunting and trapping camps each Autumn and returned in the Spring time to their summer home. It was a
yearly journey for him and his parents, up until the dam
was built. Second photo shows the red Rockrock dam
during construction (July 1959) and the last picture
shows the dam today. I would also like to mention that
there were a few men from the Mississauga First Nation
who were hired as construction workers to help build the
dam.

Red Rock Dam today(photo taken by Clifford Niganobe

I would like to say chi-miigwetch to the Dreamcatcher
Foundation for giving me the opportunity to attend CHE
Hockey Camp this summer.
Chance Counsell
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Stalwart Man
Still a stalwart and powerful man in spite of his years, Paul
started his lumber camp work with Eddy Bros. When that
firm was purchased by J.J. McFadden he went with the
deal. The same was true when Carpenter-Hixon bought out
McFadden and it has been true in the two latter deals
which brought the McFadden Company back into the picture.
A good many people consider the fishing good in the Mississauga and White River areas. But it’s not to Paul.
“Twenty years ago I could have taken you to Mashagama
Lake and you’d have filled that in half an hour,” said Paul
as he lamented that lakes were fished out.

It’s an education in itself to talk with this quiet
-spoken, keen thinking man whose mind is
rich in the lore of the bush. It makes one wonder after all whether such men have not
achieved more than all who are measured great
by this world’s standards.

Home Trivia
Welcome to the Smoke Signals Home Trivia! You will find the answers in the past issues of the Smoke Signal. Older issues are
posted on the Mississaugi website for you to
search the answers.
1.What is Nanabush’s Blisters?

Recalls Big Fire

His mother who died last year at the age of 100, had often
told him about the big fire which swept the northern end of
what is now the Mississauga reserve, Paul related. That
fire was before his time and Indians will often retell the
stories of how it swept through a tremendous area- probably the biggest forest fire in Ontario’s history.
Paul’s mother said that the canoes fairly plowed through
heavy layers of ashes on norther lakes and streams, this
water being heavily covered. Lots of Indians starved to
death and Paul related there is an Indian he knows whose
grandfather and family starved to death due to the scarcity
of game and fish that followed on the big fire.

2.Among the Indians, there have been no written
____.
(fill in the blank)
3.Who did MFN firefighters train with?
4.Who raised Dorothy Fortin Boyer?
5.Who submitted the story, Mississauga Day
School?
6.Who were the previous owners of Chiblow Lake
Lodge?
7.What year did Dan Boyer resign from Chief?
8.Fishing and hunting was a means of
_____________. (fill in the blank)

Indian Heads on Trees

Last winter bush workers found two Indian heads carved
on trees at Aubrey Falls. Paul explained they were the
work of some young fellows who had done it for fun.
There was another, he said, farther north, which was of
much better workmanship.
There was a time in Paul’s life when he made birch bark
canoes but he gave that up long ago, although he still owns
two such craft.
Married about 50 years ago, he has two sons and two
daughters. One of the sons, Joe, guides tourist parties in
the summer as Paul himself often does.
He comes of Ojibway and French stock, he said proudly,
his mother’s people being pure Ojibway while the French
comes from an ancestor of his father.

9.Who was the sharpshooter in the March 2009
issue of the March/April issue of the Smoke Signal?
10.What was Brad Morningstar’s pet goose
named?
Answers on page 17.

Source: http://www.all-famous-quotes.com/
Ojibway_quotes.html
t"he grandfathers and the grandmothers are in the children; teach them well."- Ojibway
"You can not destroy one who has dreamed a dream like
mine." - Ojibway
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Mississauga First Nation—Last
Names
Names below taken from the Robinson Treaty
Annuities—Ojibway of the Mississauga River
Band

Various spellings through time of the
Niganobe family and Bobiwash family
and Bonekeosh, first one dating back
to Mid-1800’s in the names. Spelling
of it has changed throughout the years
as you see below. The names of the
Ojibway have always been misspelled
throughout the years by the colonial
governments as with the case below
and many other Ojibway family names.
Ponekeosh, Bonekeosh, Bouekeosh
Bawbowash—Babiwash—Bobawaiusk
Nug-aun-ub - Nigonaib—Nigonahbai
–Nigwinabe—Niganaibe—Niganobe Nigonabe
All the above mean the same for Niganobe in the Ojibway language being— Sitting-ahead, the English translation. The other two names in time
can be translated eventually with more
investigation.
Answers to Trivia questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Rock Tripe
Laws
Blind River Fire Department
Madore and Margaret Boyer
Joyce Morningstar
The Biltons
1969
Survival
Lorraine Cada
Curly
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HONOURING OUR MISSISSAUGA FIRST NATION ELDERS PROFILE
By Clifford Niganobe (most information taken from the 2005 Calendar and
interviewed by myself with approval)

Name: Patrick Wiisigens
Nick Name: Ozzie, Bad Penny
Date of Birth: April 17, 1945
Schools attended: Sault College, Northern College
Parents: Agatha Recollet &
John Wiisigens (Zhaabdiis)
Children: Patrick, Aldrick &
Melissa

Photo courtesy of Patrick Nigonabe,
September 1968 in Blind River

I always worked in the bush,
nowadays you don’t see that
much. I can’t believe people
are out of shape, I still work
out at my age. I don’t drink
either, that seems to cause diabetes.

“Living in California and Florida, and seeing things I’d never
get to see anywhere else. I have met people from the Apache
Nation and Seminole Nation when I lived down there. People
from First Nations should get off their butt and explore, there’s
lots of education out there. You don’t necessarily have to go to
university to learn.
A lot of what our health is inherited through there parents
genes. Kids are lost nowadays and we’re suppose to be their
role models. The kids will take after us, so we have to do what
is right. Eat right and do a lot of exercise. You don’t have to
do weight lifting, jogging and walking in the bush is good as
well. Your health begins to change when you are in your 20’s,
the age when you begin to become influenced by your peers. A
lot of your decisions at this time are because of them and this is
where you have to make the right choice. Some of the choices
are drinking, drugs and these choices are important, as they will
affect your health in your future and you will begin to regret
them.
Watch nature, you can learn from the animals. If you forget
your culture and traditions you don’t have anything. I lost my
language when they took me off the street and put me in
school. I was with CAS for 11 years and raised in various nonnative foster homes and because of this I lost my ability to
speak the language and lost a majority of my cultural ways.

Continued from page 2

from the map. So encourage the educated,
the scholarly to return. In doing so, they
will help reverse our fortunes and defend
our home and territory against colonial
governments and their policies. Whose
goal it is, to assimilate us, something we
have fought for hundreds of years. Prime
Minister Harper continues to erode our
rights and status as Anishnabe people. The
conservative’s latest plan for us is the
slashing of Native Organizations budgets
and funding. These organizations provide
us with important consultation and advisory
services. Even their latest brand ne idea of
privatizing First Nation lands could lead to
the loss of our community. The buying and
selling of First Nations lands could lead to
the loss of our community. The buying and
selling of First Nations land to companies
and municipalities, which would exploit our
traditional lands.
With the facing of these future threats and
obstacles; it’s time now, to continue to unite
together as a strong community and stronger nation. We must stand side by side
against such acts of assimilation. The threat
is not within these borders. Mississauga
must choose to invest in it’s own future. All
of this needs to be achieved through community participation and empowerment.
When consultations and gatherings are
held, our citizens will hopefully attend to
give their input. Council is meant to take
your direction, which is what we shall do.
To validate that direction, however, we
need as much community participation as
possible. I know our lives can be very busy.
This I can understand, but even if you make
it to only one info session. It means your
voice was heard and as a citizen of Mississauga, you should be heard and listened to.
Meegwetch.
Chief Reg Niganobe
The strength of a nation is derived from the integrity of its homes
Confucius
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Air Quality Testing For the Mississauga
First Nation

Mississauga Ojibway
Source: Wikipedia

Legacy—Some more facts of the Mississauga
The Land and Resources staff aim test the air quality in and around Mississauga First Nation.
Testing started August 1st 2012. Two air quality
sampling machines will aid in compiling results
over a six-month period.

The City of Mississauga is named after them
Western and Eastern Massassauga Rattle snake are
named after them.
Fort Mississauga is named after them.

Testing will done in proximity to the Cameco site
over the course of the survey sampling phase.
Carla Marcellus and Sue Chiblow of the Lands and
Resources staff have been collecting data in cooperation with local volunteers. The main goal is for
them to see what levels of radiation (if any) exist
around Cameco. Using data mined from the sampling machines, the project will help in negotiations to look for possibilities to lower the risk of
contamination on lands and waters around Mississauga First Nation.

Historically, there were five First Nations that made up
the Mississauga Nations. Today, the six Mississauga
nations are following (listed under their historical counterpart, if applicable).

The project was kick started with support from
summer students to educate them on the effects
that air quality can have on the environment and
the policies in place that can affect business decisions and relationships.
The project is sponsored by the Lands and Resource program and is open to volunteers to help
with the management of data tracking and progression of the survey and analysis.
Assistance with the new program is being provided
by Global Communication Monitoring, based out
of Northern California. GCM has worked with
communities and companies in 27 countries worldwide. Some of their work includes testing around
the Alberta tar sands projects, areas around pulp
and paper mills in Prince George, British Columbia
and testing air quality around chemical valley in
Sarnia, Ontario.
Stay tuned in future issues of the Smoke Signal as
the testing continues and how this impacts you.
You will also be able to follow online at mississaugi.com for information as it becomes available.

Today

Mississauga First Nation—Mississagi River 8 Reserve
Mississaugas of Chibaouinani (historical)
Alderville First Nation (formerly: Mississaugas of Alnwick) - Alderville First Nation Reserve, Sugar Island
37A Reserve
Mississaugas of Credit (historical)
Mississaugas of Beldom (historical)
Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation—
New Credit 40A Reserve.
Mississaugas of Matchedash (historical)
Mississaugas of Rice Lake, Mud Lake and Scugog Lake
(historical)
Curve Lake First Nation (formerly: Mississaugas
of Mud Lake) - Curve Lake First Nation 35 Resve, Curve Lake 35A Reserve and Islands in the
Trent Waters Indian Reserve 36A
Mississaugas of Grape Island (historical)
Hiawatha First Nation (formerly: Mississaugas
of Rice Lake) - Hiawatha First Nation Indian Re
-serve, Islands in the Trent Waters Indian Rese
rve 36A
Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation—
Mississaugas of Scugof Island Reserve, Islands
in the Trent Waters Indian Reserve 36A
One of the largest is the Mississaugas of the New Credit
First Nations. As of 2005, the Mississaugas of New
Credit have a population of 1,275. All the Mississaugas
are a small part of the Ojibwa nation of 200,000 people.
The above information is with sources and assistance from Mississaugas of Alderville, United Anishnaabeg Council, Ogemawahj
tribal Council, Mississaugas of New Credit, George Thornton
Flemmings, Hitory of Pittsburgh Vol. 1, Bernou, Claude 1675

M I S S I S S A U G A

F I R S T

N A T I O N

P.O Box 1299
148 Village Road
Blind River, ON
P0R 1B0

Linda Vincent
705-843-2051
Certified in Aromatherapy
& Reflexology.
Teacher/Practitioner in Reiki &
Crystal Work,
Metamorphic Technique &
Facial Message. 100% essential oils,
Aromatherapy products,
crystals & Semi-precious
jewellery also available

Nog Da Win Da Min Family & Community
Services
405 Gran Street
Sault Ste Marie, ON P6A 5K9
Licensed Foster Care Program
Covering Sault Ste Marie to Sudbury: The surrounding area and the Seven First Nations along the North
Shore
We need foster parents
For more information, please call:
1-800-465--0999 or 1-705-946-3700
Visit us online at
http://www.nog.ca

