
The gravel pit is located on the south west end of the 

town of Blind River.  Located between the swamp 

know as Cranberry Marsh and the town of Blind Riv-

er, according to a Mississauga First Nation Elder. Ac-

cess to the site is via the road to the Boom Camp. 

South of this area is the canal that was created when 

the Lumber mill was in operation 

for easy transport of the logs to the 

mill from the Mississaugi River. 

The following information was re-

layed to me by an Elder of the Mis-

sissauga First Nation, Mr. Willard 

Pine.  He was born and raised on the 

Mississauga First Nation and has 

lived there most of his life. He has 

traditional knowledge handed down 

to him orally from his parents and 

grandparents of the Mississauga 

First Nation. 

Mr. Tom Fortin was guiding trucks 

where to dump the loads, when out  

 came a rolled up birch 

bark tied with spruce. Af-

ter picking it up, he also 

noticed a skull also.  He was frightened 

and didn’t know what to do. He didn’t 

even want to touch the skull.  He untied 

the birch bark container and in it was a 

spear like point made of stone. At first he 

went to the chief at that time and the chief 

told him “Get that out of here”. Years lat-

er, around 1984 or 85, he approached 

Willard Pine and told him about what he 

had found and Mr. Fortin told him that 

this rightfully belongs to you; meaning a 

member of the Mississauga First Nation.  

Mr. Fortin had held on to it for 10 to 12 

years not knowing what to do with it,   

whether he should keep it or not.   It was 

after these years that he gave it to Mr. 

Willard Pine.  Mr. Pine informed me that 

this was handed down to him from the 

elders, that in the past, when a member of 

the First Nation passed on, they were buried with 

some of their possessions that they used in their  

lifetime and that they will use them in their next  

journey on the other side. 
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Blind River Gravel Pit Artifact Find—Mississauga First Nation 
By: Clifford Niganobe as related by Willard Pine 

Smoke Signal 

Below photo Showing general area where spear head wrapped 

up in  a Birch Bark container tied with spruce roots and skull 

were found. 

To Mississaugi 
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A workshop put on between the Adult Education and 

Literacy was held on February 27, 28 and March 1, 

2013.  Mr. Earl Niganobe, community member and 

internationally renowned local artist facilitated the 

workshop. 
 
In the photo’s you will see the participants busy at 

work from  

planing, sanding, 

gluing and some 

carving of the  

cedar wood to craft 

the flute.  The flute 

is crafted in the  

traditional Ojib-

way fashion. 

The flute is called 

the “Love Flute” 

and is rather 

unique to the  

individual who 

crafted it.  The 

“bird” can be craft-

ed in any design the maker chooses, such as eagle, 

hawk or even his clan symbol.  This is a fine art that if  

not done properly, will not sound right. The air holes 

have to be just right, not too big or not too small.  If the 

hole is made too small, it will sound just like an  

ordinary whistle and that goes also if the hole is too 

large. Also, a longer Love Flute will have a deeper 

sound while a shorter flutes sound more like a whistle. 
 
To save on time, Mr. Niganobe cut the 1½” X 1½” X 

24” cedar in half and machined the two inner chambers 

and barrel for the participants. 
 
Earl studied the make of a flute at Oshweken Museum 

(Six Nations) and also at the Museum of Civilization in 

Ottawa (this is where he drew up the plans for making 

the flutes). 

Flute Making Workshop 
By: Clifford Niganobe 

These types of flutes are found from the Mid-west 

to Eastern Ontario. 

Photo showing the main body of the flute with the holes (6) and 

the bird which controls the flow of air into the inner 2 chambers 

Rose Daybutch planing the body of her 

flute and Alesia Boyer doing the finish-

ing touches on sanding. 

One completed flute and one incomplete flute. Notice the bird 

on the completed flute tied down with a leather lacing. 

MFN Lands and Resources Program 

 
Aboriginal Worker Youth Exchange  
Program 
 
The Lands and Resources in anticipation of a 
renewed AWYEP will be accepting resumes 
from Secondary and Post-Secondary Students 
who have an interest in Lands and Resources 
as a career.  Please submit via email, fax or 
hand deliver your cover letter and resume  

outlining your desires as a career in the Natu-

ral Resources sector no later than 4:00 PM  

Friday May 10, 2013 

 
Baitfish Harvesting 
 

Commercial Baitfish Harvesting areas on 

Crown Land are available. Please contact the 

office for more information if you wish to  

harvest baitfish for commercial purposes.   

Certain training requirements will have to be 

arranged for commercial activity. 



BIRTHDAY WISHES AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy Belated birthday goes out to the follow
ing people from Elizabeth Sayers. 

Shelly Sayers Paul-January 
2nd 
Elizabeth Gardener Sayers
January 22nd 
Wade Sayers-February 8th 
Grace Sayers-February 
18th 
Keith Sayers-February 21st 
Emma Sayers-March 8th 

Happy Birthday wishes to: 

Roberta Degane-April 17th 

Every year on your birthday, you get a chance to start new. 

Sammy Hager 

A note from the Editor 

The scope of our newsletter will focus on the history 
of our First Nation, and the Mississauga's as a whole 
through legends and historical documents. All or 
most articles are submitted by Band members, taken 
from historical documents that have been researched 
to be accurate as possible. If you have articles, or 
stories from our past, we would greatly appreciate it 
if you can submit them for our next newsletter. 
Most or all submissions will be edited for grammar 
and spelling mistakes and submissions from Band 
Members are subject to editing that will not try to 
lose their view in the process. 

Chi-Miigwetch 

Need an email address with mississaugi.com? They 
are totally free. Just contact the library or visit 
http://www.mississaugi.com and we can set you up. 

PAGE 3 

"The Grandfathers and the Grandmothers are in the children: 
teach them well." 

Ojibway 

Mississauga First Nation Trivia 
( all answers are found in the past issues of 

the Smoke Signal) 

1. Name one technique used by the 
Mississauga Indians for fishing? 

2. What year did the flood take place as 
indication in the newsletter? 

3. What name was given to the Iroquois 
and the Mohawk by the Ojibway? 

4. Who decided in matters of importance in 
an Ojibway community in the past? 

5. What rights was never given up in the 
1850 Robinson Huron Treaty? 

6. In 1764, where was a great peace 
conference held? 

7. Our rights are protected in which doc
ument? 

8. "The woman emerging are the hearts of 
the nation." Who quoted this? 

9. Name a cause of the war between the 
Ojibway and their allies and the Iroquois 
confederacy. 

10. Zagamook, what first nation does this 
name translate too? 

Answers on page .. 15 

Culture is the widening of the mind and the spirit. 

Jawaharlal Nehru 
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Slate falls was a large falls on the Mississaugi River. 

The construction of the Red Rock Dam saw to it that it 

no longer exists for it was submerged under the  

backwater from the Red Rock dam.  Three photos of 

the falls are from the digital collection archives:  

A Historical Journey: North of Huron (1950). 

 

Our Elders, before Red Rock dam was built had to por-

tage  both Falls.  The Falls at Red Rock (where the dam 

is now located) and this Slate falls. It was mentioned 

that it was a 2 tier falls. It was fortunate that these pho-

tos were taken to remind us of our history.  A highway 

for the Mississauga’s to their winter hunting grounds in 

and around the Mississaugi Valley and up as far as Pichu, 

Rocky Island Lake and Lake Kingdiogami.  Of course, the 

construction of 2 other dams on the Missisaugi River has 

also submerged important and sacred sites of our nation in 

these areas.  A burial site and the Upper Green Lake is 

now submerged under Rocky Island  Lake. Rocky Island 

Lake is a new name added to the back waters of the dam.  

This was related by a Missisauga First Nation Elder, 

which was 

orally passed 

down to him. 

He says that when he was six years old, he remembers his mother 

crying at the time the dam was built up around Rocky Island.  He 

did not know at the time why but as he got older, he began to un-

derstand why.  It was because burial grounds were submerged un-

der water because of the backwaters rising behind the dam.  All the 

elders at this time were sad. 

 

These falls seem bigger than the ones by McIvers motel, a lot wider 

and a bit higher. It’s a shame that they are now underwater. 

On the Mighty Mississaugi—Slate Falls 
Submitted By: Clifford Niganobe 

Slate Falls on the Mississaugi River. Shown here are two un-

identified people fishing. 

“Sovereignty isn’t a privilege someone gives you. It’s a 

responsibility you carry inside your self. In order for my 

people to achieve sovereignty, each man and woman 

among us has to be sovereign. Sovereignty begins with 

yourself.” 

 

Eddie Benton’Banai, Ojibway 

The following excerpt came from a study done by: Dr. W.J. 

Newbigging—The Historical Importance of the Commercial 

Fishery to the People of the Mississauga First Nation. 

 

Lake Huron had been their ancestral homeland  for hundreds of 

years in one sense, and for thousands in another sense. They 

were the descendants of the Anishnaabe peoples who came from 

the east, but also of the peoples “the ancient Anishnabeg” who 

had lived around the Lakes for thousands of years. 
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Visit us online at http://www.mississaugi.com to 

view past issues of our newsletter. In top menu, 

click SMOKE SIGNAL. For those of you who do 

not have access to a computer, we will continue to 

mail out a hardcopy to you. If you wish to be  

removed from the mailing list, please email us  

at: mfnlirary@mississaugi.com  
 
Documents are in pdf format and printable. 
 
*Please note*  - All photographs published in the 

Smoke Signal are stored at the library for future 

reference.  If you want copies or would like to view 

the photos, just call the library to make  

arrangements.    Meegwetch! 

Ojibway Humor - 
 

Two chiefs went on business to Washington in about 1850 

and they were invited to dinner. Being seated for the first 

time “at table” they began to eat the things set before 

them. One, seeing some interesting yellow sauce in a 

bowl, took a spoonful of the hot mustard and swallowed 

it. Tears began running down his cheeks and his  

companion asked, “Brother, why do you weep? 

 

Not wishing to show weakness, the first replied, “I am 

thinking about my son who was killed in battle.” 

The second chief then took a spoonful of mustard and he 

also began cry. The first asked him, “why do you weep?” 

Came the reply, “Because you were not killed in battle 

along with your son!” 

The above article is a clipping regarding the concerns for the Land claims in 1992 by Non-natives.  Did they 

consider our concerns when they moved here in the beginning and starting claiming this territory as their own.  

They knew we were using the land and looked away when we tried to protest their  processes of claiming the 

land used by our ancestors, as their own.  They did not win it in battle with us, nor did we give it to them.  Our 

numbers were so few due to new diseases, alcohol and our wars which decimated our population.  What few of 

us that were left, had no choice but to concede in their land seizures from us. This Colonial government  

applied their laws to us, knowing that there were legal binding treaties and we were a Self-Governing Nation 

with our own laws. Some legal and illegal dealings went on to wrest our lands from us.  In trying to claim it 

back of course, were are faced with the likes of the story in the newspaper clipping above among numerous 

other stories of this kind.   

Canada’s “Yahweh Legal” Theft of the Ojibway 

Homelands begins 

 

By 1820 I found a Mississauga Chief telling a Cana-

dian traveller: “You came as wind blown across the 

great Lake. The wind wafted you to our shores. We 

red [received] you—we planted you — we nursed 

you. We protected you till you became a mighty tree 

that spread thro our Hunting Land. With its branch-

es you now lash us.” (Smith 1981:82). 
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FOOD BANK  
 
 OPEN EVERY FRIDAY FROM 

1:00 P.M TO 4:00 P.M. AT THE 

MEEJIM BUILDING ON  

SAWMILL ROAD 

BINGO 
 

Bingo is held every Tuesday (Elders)  

$1000 jackpot (guaranteed) 
 
Come out and support the worthy cause 

Social Insurance Card  

Application and Replacement 
 

Every 2nd Wednesday of the Month at 62 

Queen Avenue (old MNR Building) in 

Blind River.  Replacement cards cost 

$10.00. You can call 705-356-2226 to get 

more information on what you need to bring 

with you to replace or     renew SIN or 

Health Cards. 

Health Card Renewal or  

Application 
 
Monday to Friday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

62 Queen Avenue (Old MNR Building) 

Blind River, ON 

“The Internet is the modern smoke signal. Being 

able to use the web for networking has proven in-

valuable.” 

 

John Flynn, Potawatomi 

On Ojibway Medicines 
Excerpt taken from The Midewewin: by James Hoffman 
 
Medicine Men/Woman 
 
Among our ancestors, there is a class of persons 

termed, MashKi’Kike”winini, or herbalists, who are 

generally denominated “medicine men,” as the Ojib-

way word implies. Their calling is a simple one, and 

consists in knowing the mysterious properties of a 

variety of plants, herbs, roots, and berries, which are 

revealed upon application.  Although these  

herbalists are aware that certain plants or roots will 

produce a specified effect upon the human system, 

they attribute the benefit of the fact that such  

remedies are distasteful and injurious to the demons 

who are present in the system and to whom the  

disease is attributed. Many of the herbalists are found 

among women, also and these too are generally 

members of the Mide’wiwin.  Other names for the 

Mide’ in the true sense of the word is a Shaman, 

though he has by various authors been termed  

powwow, medicine man, priest, seer, prophet, etc. 

Among the Ojibway Shamanism is not hereditary.   

Observations of Indian Nations from the  

Europeans 
 
They are utter strangers to distinctions of property, for what 

belongs to one is equally another's.  If anyone of them be in 

danger at the beaver hunting the rest fly to his assistance  

without being so much as asked.  If any of his children be 

killed or taken by the enemy, he is presently furnished with as 

many slaves as he has occasion for.  They think it  

unaccountable that one man should have more than another, 

and that the rich should have more respect than the poor. In 

fine, they neither quarrel nor fight, nor slander one another.  

They value themselves above any thing that you can imagine, 

and this is the reason they always give forth, that one’s as 

much a master as another, and since men are all made of the 

same clay there should be no distinction or superiority among 

them. True qualifications of a man are to run well, to hunt, to 

bend the bow and manage the fuzee, to work a canoe, to  

understand war, to know forests, to subsist upon a little, to 

build cottages, to fell trees and to be able to travel a hundred 

leagues in a wood without any guide, or other provision than 

his bow and arrows 
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Gymnasium Rental Fees 

Gym Fee Rentals Licensed Event $35.00/hr. 

 Non Licensed 

Event 

$30.00/hr. 

 Conferences $20.00/hr. 

 Recreation 

events 

$15.00/hr. 

Meeting Room Seminars & 

workshops 

$15.00/hr. 

Kitchen Rental 1 day $30.00 add-

ed to in-

voice 

Student Price Adult Price Senior Price Family Price 

Day Pass $4.00 Day Pass $5.00 Day Pass $5.00 Day Pass $15.00 

1 week $8.00 1 week $10.00 1 week $8.00 1 week $25.00 

1 month $20.00 1 month $30.00 1 month $20.00 1 month $55.00 

3 months $45.00 3 months $60.00 3 months $45.00 3 months $85.00 

6 months $70.00 6 months $80.00 6 months $65.00 6 months $145.00 

1 year $105.00 1 year $155.00 1 year $105.00 1 year $255.00 

        

Hours of Operation and Price List 
 

Monday to Friday  9:00 am—9:00 pm Saturday 9:00 am—7:00 pm   Sunday 10:00 am—7:00 pm 

Mississauga First Nation Sports Complex 

Carol St. Pierre 

1963-2002 
 

It’s been 11 years since the CREATOR called you 

home., but it still seems like yesterday.  There is not a 

day that goes by that we don’t stop thinking about you 

and that beautiful 

smile.  You gave of 

yourself no matter 

what. She was so hap-

py when she  

became a mother to 

Victor her (mini me). 

Carol had a heart of 

gold and was always 

kind to others even if 

they weren’t kind to 

her. Carol never 

judged, she was  

always willing to help 

others in need.  She touched so many lives. 
 
Love your son Victor, mother Lyma and sister  

Andrea and Corrine, Bill, Andrea Jr. and nephew  

Curtis. 

Children—When there Is a separation between a married 

couple among the First Nations in the past, the children are  

divided equally among them, for the children are the treasure 

among them.  If there is an odd number of children, it is the 

woman who takes the extra child.  

Lands and Resources 

 
Trapping — As part of our planning, we would 
like to determine if there are enough people 
who would be interested in taking a Trapping 
Course.  New changes as to how furs can be 
marketed will have an effect on trapping.   
 
These changes do not affect your rights but 
will have an effect on how you market your furs 
to the Fur Auction.  In order for us to plan a 
course we would need approximately 15  
candidates.  
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Battle Point, Battle Point Association History 

Mrs. Grace White, Blind River, Ont. 
 
Gilbert Barnes and George Gauthier were the first  

Battle Point Association people to come to Blind River  

in 1925. 
 
Mr. Gauthier had been born at Algoma Mills and his 

family had owned a fleet of fishing boats near here. 

Later his family moved to the United States. George 

was Athletic director at Wesleyan University at  

Delaware, Ohio and Gilbert Barnes was an economics 

professor there. So the two men came to Blind River 

looking for a place to build a summer resort for  

members of the faculty. 
 
The tourist business had not really begun in Blind River 

when they came to the town but the men talked to some 

of the businessmen in the town and of course they were 

interested since it would be good for business. Mr. 

White and Mr. Thompson were the first to take them up 

the Blind River to Lake Duborne. The big bald rock of 

Battle Point caught" their eyes immediately . Every 

time they put their fishing lines in the water they pulled  

up a fish. This sold the two men on Duborne right 

away. The Americans purchased Battle Point and 

the adjacent land from Bill Burke. 
 
Barnes and Gauthier set up an Association and 

leased the land to Wesleyan faculty members only 

and still the Methodist Association was strict about 

who got into it. 
 
Dick Gauthier, Delaware, Ohio. 

Interviewed by Debbie Hutchings. 
 
Dick Gauthier has been coming to Blind River, and 

more specifically, Lake 

Duborne since 1925 when 

he was four years old. His 

father, George Gauthier and 

a fellow faculty member at 

Wesleyan University in  

Delaware Ohio were  

looking for a place to build 

their cottages. At first they 

tried Northern Michigan but 

found it too commercialized 

for their liking. 
 
Next they tried Northern 

Ontario following the Shipp 

family, from, the same  

faculty, to Lake Duborne. 

This seemed to be what 

they were looking for - 

proximity to a town where 

they could get supplies and 

also the wilderness of the 

bush. The only roads  

leading to the lake were the 

ones to Abernot's camp and 

one to Dufour's farm, which 

is now called Highway 557 

(Matinenda Road). Of course it was not as long as 

it is today. In 1925 it ended at Dufour's, which was 

a little way north of the junction between the Blind 

River and  Lake Duborne. During his first summer 

at Lake Duborne, Dick can remember the bush on 

the north shore of the lake being on fire. It started 

from the Cataract River and burned the woods 

along the shore as far as Granary Lake. At the time 

they had been told that it would take five years for 

the bush to grow back. As it turned out, it took  

fifteen years for it appear as if there had been of 

fire at all.  
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The names of the two tribes involved were not known. 

The above story has not been proven as fact. It should 

be taken as hearsay. 
 
Mississauga’s Stories - Passed down from 
our elders: 
 
It is said that there were Mississauga’s living along the 

shores of the Penewabecong River, Lake Duborne, 

(Lake of The Mountains) Granary Lake (Magoog Lake).  

Our ancestors had farmed the land across from Battle 

Point and fished all of these waters.  Old arrowheads are 

still being found in the area to this day. A more detailed 

map can be created from stories from our elders of  

locations where some of the settlements were. There 

was a battle that had occurred on Battle Point between 

the Iroquois and the Mississauga Ojibway. Usually the 

Iroquois come up this way to capture women as told by 

a local elder. 

 

The Iroquois journeyed up to Lake of the Mountains in 

search of Ojibway Woman.  It was found out that they 

were on their way and a trap was set for them where 

Battle Point is now located.  The Ojibways massacred 

the Iroquois here and chased what was left of them 

down the Penewabecong to the mouth of the Blind Riv-

er.  The remaining Iroquois landed on a small island just 

at the mouth of the river and tried to hold their ground.  

Here the remainder of the Iroquois were  

massacred but one. The lone survivor was spared as he 

was allowed to go back to his village and report of what 

had happened. 

Albert Suthers, Delaware, Ohio. 

Interviewed by Debbie Hutchings. 
 
Albert Suthers is a 90 year old retired professor of 

Asiatic History and Culture at Wesleyan  

University in Delaware, Ohio. He belonged to the 

same faculty as George Gauthier - one of the  

founders of the Battle Point Association. Suthers 

was originally from Australia. He served in the  

Canadian Armed Forces during World War I then 

began teaching at Wesleyan later. 
 
He came to Lake Duborne in 1923 looking for 

peace and quiet. The first summer he and other  

people he met here lived in tents on the opposite 

side of the lake to Battle Point. He met George 

Gauthier and Gilbert Barnes up here in 1924.  The 

second summer Suthers built his cottage. He chose 

a spot where there was young growth and with old-

er birch and hemlock for privacy . The  

lumbermen had cut timber behind the property and 

rolled the logs down to the lake. At that time he 

could near the whip-or-wills every evening and the 

timber wolves across the lake at night. He got his 

milk from Abernots and went to singsongs and 

square dances on  

Sunday evenings at Dufours. The Indians used to 

pick blueberries up the lake farther and Mr. Suthers 

could remember them going, home in their  canoes 

in very stormy weather that a boat  would not  

venture into. A vague version of Battle Point  

history came from David Lewis, a member of the  

Battle Point Association. The Indians in this area 

were a tribe of the Iroquois nation and they had not 

been cooperating with the other tribes for some  

unknown reason. Another tribe of the nation who 

lived in Michigan came to Algoma to put the  

troublesome group "into its place." They met at 

what is now Battle Point and this is how the name 

was originated.  Mr. Bill Rice, also a member of the 

Battle Point association, has heard the Indian names 

of Huron, Ojibway, Chippewa, and Iroquois come 

up when he has heard stories of the area he has 

heard stories of the area. 
 
The tale about Battle Point that he has heard is that 

two Indian tribes met accidentally on Lake Duborne 

and fought for trading routes. The naturally  

occuring row of boulders, dropped during one of 

the Ice Ages, behind Gaureau's cottage was used as 

a fortification by the Indians. (Refer to map.) 
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Here is a brief history of the Mississauga’s of the New 

Credit First Nation.  In their history, they state that they 

originated from the north shore of Lake Huron, mouth of 

the Mississaugi River and belong to the Ojibway 

(Anishnabe) Nation which is the largest Aboriginal  

Nation in North America.  

 

There is a word in the Indian Language “Missisakis” 

meaning “many river mouths”. The French and others 

referred to the people as the “Mississauga Indians” 

 

The Mississauga’s split into two groups: the first group  

travelled east to the Bay of Quinte and the second group  

travelled south near the Holland and Humber Rivers.  The 

southern route is known as the Toronto—Carrying Place. The southern group further split into two groups; the 

first group remained towards the Trent River along Lake Ontario, and the second group moved west towards  

Toronto and Lake Erie. The second group are the direct ancestors of the present Mississaugas of the New 

Credit First Nation.  The British Government gave exclusive rights to the Mississaugas for hunting and fishing 

rights. 
 

Mississauga of The New Credit 
Source: http://www.newcreditfirstnation.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=16&Itemid=17 

Movement of the Mississaugas into Southern Ontario— 
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Canoe on Display at Timber Village Museum 

(Blind River) 
By: Clifford Niganobe 

Canoes were a way of life for our ancestors.  They were necessary to travel throughout the Ojibway territory to 

visit other communities, travel from our summer residences to our hunting territories further up north along 

well established river routes.  Canoes 

are a very simple and practical and 

an amazing feat of engineering.  Our 

ancestors utilized this craft to its  

fullest extent because it was made of 

the abundant natural materials, and 

was light to carry when needed to 

portage. 

 

One site was identified in the  

Mississauga traditional territory as a 

site where canoes were crafted.  All 

evidence is documented and  photos 

taken (recorded for future reference). 

At this site, in one location, evidence 

of a fire pit was identified where the 

sap and ash was boiled. This was 

used to waterproof the canoe around 

the seams as shown in the photos to 

the left. Close to this site, evidence 

of birch bark taken from the   

surrounding trees is very evident. 

 

The canoe to the left was hand craft-

ed by the late Napolean Vincent and 

is on display at the Timber  

Village Museum in Blind River.   

 

I remember when he use to make 

them on an island now called Nap’s 

island, which is just below the train 

bridge.  Our families were camped 

(Morningstars and Niganobes) just 

above the train bridge on the east 

side of the Mississaugi River.  We went to visit Nap and Vernic from time to time, and I found it amazing at 

the site of a canoe taking shape during those summer months.  Was also nice to see the finished product.  

The following excerpt came from a study done by: Dr. W.J. Newbigging—The Historical Importance of the Commercial Fishery 

to the People of the Mississauga First Nation. 
 
From time immemorial to the Robinson, Huron Treaties of 1850, the people of the Missisaauga were heavily engaged in a commer-

cial fishery. Their customers were other Anishinaabek, Tionnontates, Hurons, and later the French, the British and the Americans. 

The commercial fishery of the Mississauga First Nation included a broad arc of the region from Georgian Bay in the east to Bawa-

ting in the west. 
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W.C. Eaket Secondary School: Native Re-

source Room 

By: Joan Morningstar 

Native Student Traditional Mentor 
 
To assist Aboriginal secondary school students to  

discover a pathway to success in school and Mississauga 

First Nation community. 
 
To raise the awareness and understanding of cultural,  

personal and community issues that may impact the  

success of Aboriginal students to school administration, 

teaching staff and all students. 
 
To promote awareness of academic and behavioural  

expectations required to succeed 
 
To build on academic success for students within the  

Secondary school 
 
To coordinate traditional seasonal activities with school 

activities 
 
To provide culturally relevant activities in the school for  

student participation and to promote cultural awareness 

to the whole school community  
 
Resource Chart: The Resource Chart is to  

illustrate the direction of learning that the  

students have access to during 2012-2013 through 

presentation and visits from various  

programming. 

 

Current Programs 

 

Visiting Elder’s Program:  

 
The “Visiting Elder’s Program is to promote  

relationships between Elders and Youth by: 
 
Providing opportunities for spiritual and  

emotional connectedness between the Elders and 

Youth 
 
By reducing elders’ abuse 
 
Providing an opportunity for students to gain 

knowledge through story telling of lifestyle,  

trapping, fishing and hunting that was an essential 

part of our livelihood 
 
By promoting respect for the Elders 
 
By promoting a connectedness with their First 

Nation community 
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Mississauga First Nation Library 

Hours of Operation 
 

Day 

Monday to Thursday 

9:00 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday—9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

Evening 

Monday to Thursday 

6:00 pm to 8:30 pm 
 

Sunday 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

Visiting Professional’s Program: The “Visiting  

Professionals Program” is to promote education in order 

to prepare and motivate students for their future by: 
 
Providing information in various areas of occupations 
 
Encouraging our students to stay in school 
 
Learning from other professional’s experiences 
 
Creating mentoring opportunities 

  

Drug and Alcohol Awareness Program: Delivering 

drug and alcohol awareness sessions to the students of 

W.C. Eaket High School.  

 

Cultural Gathering/Counselling Services: The  

Cultural Gathering is to create awareness by delivering 

teaching/discussion that will enhance the sharing circles 

by: 
 
Creating an open forum for discussion in various areas 

of the teaching delivered 

Students will gain knowledge of teachings that relate to 

the mental, emotional, physical and spiritual aspect of 

growth 
 
Students will have the opportunity to share in the  

sharing circle 

Students will have the opportunity to meet with the 

mental health worker on one to one basis  

“Find a job you love, never work a day in your life.”  
 
(unknown) 
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Mississauga First Nation Elders Profile 

 

Name: Lorraine Cada 
 
Nick Name: Sharp Shooter/Sweetgrass 

Date of Birth:  March 29th, 1929 

Schools attended: Mississauga education   
 
Parents: Helen and George Boyer  
 
Grandparents: Joe and Cybil Petahtagoose (Gabodah) 
 
Children: Linda, Gwen, Mitchell, Mark, Marcel, Melvin, 

Ricky, Joann, Albert and Jimmy Jr.  She has 12 grand-

children and 7 great-grand children. 
 
On Her Upbringing: I was the youngest, I had 4 sisters 

and a brother. I was a rat, I didn’t do much good at 

school. We used to camp every summer on Fox Island. 

When I got married, I did my own work, lots of baking.  

When I was young we were always running around. We 

played ball in Cutler, it used to be cheap to get on the 

train, 10 cents a ride.  Now you see kids walking down 

the street with their head down.  Each year in the Fall, 

they would travel up to Camp 17 to hunt and  this is 

where she learned how to trap. 

Mississauga First Nation has it’s own Indian Head. 

Does anyone know where this is located? 

The Council is the most important institution of Tribal 

life, and of indigenous growth. 

 

Jesuit Relations (pg. 251 to 263) 

On Government 
Houses and house life of the American Aborigi-

nes—Lewis H. Morgan 
 
It remains to present the functions and attrib-

utes of an Indian tribe, which are contained in 

the following propositions: 
 
1. The possession of a territory and a name. 

2. The exclusive possession of a dialect. 

3. The right to invest sachems and chiefs 

elected by the clans. 

4. The right to depose these sachems and 

chiefs. 

5. The possession of a religious faith and 

worship. 

6. A supreme government consisting of a 

council of chiefs. 

7. A head-chief of the tribe in some instanc-

 Lands and Resources Committee Meetings 

 

Meetings are open to the membership and are usually held the First Monday of each month beginning at 

1:00PM in Council Chambers.  If you have any particular question/requests please submit them in advance so 

we can add to the meeting agenda.   
 
For further information contact, The Lands & Resources Office    email: landmfn@mississaugi.com 

Donna – Lands & Resources/Membership Clerk (705)356-1621 ext. 2239 
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Answers to Trivia ques-

tions. 

 

1. Gill net, hooking 
and spearing 

2. 1930 

3. Na’towe (snake). 
4. The chief 

5. Hunting and 

Fishing 
6. Held at Niagara 

Falls. 

7. Constitution Act 
1982 

8. Megisi from the 

Turtle Mountain 
Ojibway 

9. The fur trade 

10. Sagamok 

Word Search  -  Mississauga Dialect 

Words are English to Mississauga Ojibway language.  
(Given by: Mississauga First Nation Elder) 

Words can be in these directions:  →  ←  ↓  ↑  ⁄  \  

Clue: location?   Answer on page: 18 

J O G I D A B I K A N G I J D O N I B A 

M A S H K O S S I W P O O R A N A K I M 

T H W R E T S I B I B A W D D J I G A N 

Y L E A S T E I K N I B A G N I N V M E 

E W K I N I M A N W H O B K A N O K I D 

A R L N O O D R U M N W A D K N N M S N 

I R O C K G N O R T H T N R B I W A K A 

K H E A N O R G D D R Y O E A N E N I G 

W E S T D T G W I S S I N A B B N K J I 

E H S N A G I E W E T H G M Y A I I I N 

S A N I N I N L R I G A G R A S S I K O 

E O N G I M I W A N H N E R E S H S O K 

N E P I P O G S F T L D A Y A K E K P H 

S H U R B R A A U S O N R N E B R W W S 

A C C E B I D O T M U A T N I D E E A I 

G R E A T V S M I I M G H D G D S B G D 

R E L K A E T H E D K E A T O M E E A R 

W I N T E R S O A U T B R R H I R W N I 

W A I T E I S I S B A K W A T C V R I N 

K I T I M A G I S N O B I B N I E O N K 

West  Ningabin 

South  Jawanong 

North  Kewedinang 

East  -  Wabanong 

Earth  - Akki 

Eat  Wissin 

Drink  Minikwe 

Dry  Ninbass 

Drunk  Kiiskwebew 

Drum  Teweigan 

Dream Bawddjigan 

Dawn   Bidaban 

Day  Ginigad 

Grass  Mashkossiw 

Girl  Ikwesens 

Man Ni ni 

Atik Elk 

Baby  Abinodji 

Tea  Anibishabo 

Work  Anoki 

Who  Wenish 

Rain  Gimiwan 

Summer  Nibin 

Eye  Miskijik 

Reserve Ishkonigan 

Road  Mikana 

Rock  Ogidabikang 

River  Sibi 

Pipe  Opwagan 

Poor  Kitimagis 

Sugar   Sisibakwat 

Winter  Bibon 

Mici  Great 

Becca Wait 

WORD LIST 

The following excerpt was taken from an old book titled “Some New 

Voyages to North America” by the Baron Lahontan, Lord Lieutenant of 

the French Colony at Placentia in Newfoundland. (Source -archive.org) 
 

A body of 1000 Iroquois being come in their canoes about Autumn, as far as the Bay of 

Mississagues, in the Lake of the Hurons, without being discovered, landed at this place: 

and being very numerous, marched up the Country with their nets in order to fish in the 

little lakes and rivers, till the frosty season should come on, which happened a few days 

later.  After the Ice was strong enough to bear them, they continued their course, coasting 

along the great Lake of The Hurons, till they were 5 or 6 leagues below the Fall called 

Sault Sainte Marie, which they would not approach for fear of meeting with some cou-

reurs. 
 
Footnote—Bay of Missisagues” is the present Georgian Bay, off Lake Huron 
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Ahnee 
 
It’s been a while since I’ve written an article for the 

Smoke signal, but after many questions from people 

from the community, I decided it was time to write 

again.  I’m going to talk about gardening, vegetables 

in particular.  You see, I like to eat what I plant and I 

know what kind of pesticides and fertilizer I’m  

using.  I plant only what I can 

take care of especially for 

weeding, which can be very 

frustrating if your garden is 

over-run with weeds,  

especially quack grass.  Last 

summer, I helped the Elders at 

Red Pine Lodge to establish a 

vegetable garden, about 2' X 

8'.  From what I understand, 

Theresa was able to use the 

vegetables for the Meals on 

Wheels program and they are 

looking forward to planting 

their veggies again.  
 
For me gardening is a great 

stress reducer and I enjoy being out in the fresh air, 

picking weeds, watering and watching the plants 

grow.  I ended up taking out two perennial flower 

beds along the west side of my home ten years ago  

and made two more on the south side two years ago.  

I decided it was easier to take my flowers out, rather 

than making another veggie patch.  My lot is long 

and narrow with plenty of trees, so I knew I’d be 

fighting with lots of roots and quack grass if I  

decided to plant elsewhere.  
 
Start as early as you can, as soon as the frost is out of 

the ground.  I have a neighbour that starts in April, 

that’s way to early to start planting.  
 
1) The best way to start the whole process is to  

decide where your garden is going to be and what 

you intend to plant. 
  
2) Mark out the area where you intend to garden.  

You need at least 6 hours or more of direct sunlight, 

so be sure to keep an eye on the amount of sun you 

will be getting.  Don’t forget, if you have trees,      

remember that they cast shadows so watch the  

amount of sun your garden will receive. 
 
3) Rent a rototiller if you can.  This makes cutting up 

the ground easier that jumping on the shovel.  Take 

out as many weeds as you can.   

Use a rake, then carefully check the area for any 

roots, especially quack grass roots.  They look like 

white pieces of string with little nubs, those are the 

roots and they spread very quickly.  In fact, if you see 

lots of white strings, pull as many as you can.   

Rototill a few times if you can, this helps break up 

the clumps of hard 

ground.  Leave the 

ground as is for a 

couple of days, then 

go back and check 

out the weeds again.  

I have a tarp that I 

drag over my gardens 

in the fall and when I 

first made my beds I 

used it right after the 

ground was dug up.  

This helps the ground 

to warm up quicker 

and helps to kill the 

weeds or at least 

keep them under control so you can pull them before 

you plant. 
 
4) Take a trip to your local nursery and bring your 

list of veggies you’ve decided to plant.  Now you can 

start your own plants if you want.  I’ve done both, 

start my own from seedlings and buying.  If you have 

the room, starting your own is fine, however, I found 

that there were way too many seeds in some of the 

veggies that I wanted, so I find buying them is much 

easier.  (I had tomato plants all over my kitchen 

where I received most of the sun.) 
 
5) Check the labels of the veggies and instructions on 

the packages of seeds you want.  This information 

will tell you how deep to plant and how far apart to 

plant. I plant mine closer than what the seed package 

says.   Some seeds can be planted right away, like 

carrots and beets.  Tomatoes need lots of warm  

sunshine before they can be planted. Rule of thumb 

around here is: plant after the full moon in May.  But 

even then, Mother Nature can fool us by the full 

moon in June, dipping 

 

Gardening 
Submitted By: Linda Vincent 

Continued on page 17 
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 dipping below freezing.  So keep a close eye on the 

temperature.  Cover your plants if it gets to freezing.  

Use blankets or old coats.  Never use plastic since it 

attracts the frost and I know plenty of people who 

leave the plastic on for a few extra days, this kills the 

plants as well cause it’s like a sauna for the plants  

under the plastic.  Tomatoes, zucchini, squash,  

pumpkins, lettuces, melons, pepper and cucumbers are 

tender plants that need the extra care.  Cauliflower, 

broccoli, brussel sprouts and cabbages are more hardy 

and can usually be planted out earlier than the tender 

plants. 
 
6) Bring home the veggies, but leave them outside 

during the day only.  They need to climatize before 

being put out in the garden.  Keep them indoors  

during the night.  Do this for about 5 days before 

planting out. Before planting outside, I always check 

the weed situation again.  This is the time that I add 

my sheep poo, black top soil, and super soil into my 

veggie patches.  I use my shovel and wheelbarrow to 

mix everything up then spread it over my gardens.  

This helps to freshen up the soil and sweeten up newly 

fresh turned soil.  A little more work, but it produces 

much better veggies. 
 
7) Plant what seeds you can - beets, carrots, peas, 

beans, radishes and turnips don’t mind the cool nights.  

I plant my potatoes deep so that the tubers have a 

chance to grow and this helps the hilling of potatoes. 

I plant my row of seeds close together.  I have found 

that this helps keep the weeds down and as the plants 

get taller, this also helps keep the roots moist.  I also 

hill my cucumber seeds, about 4 or 5 seeds/plants, and 

use a tripod of sticks so that the vines can attach  

themselves to the sticks.  As the cukes grow this keeps 

the fruit dry and the plants compact.  I also use a  

trellis when I plant my peas and beans.  Once the plant 

starts to grow, I tie them on to a piece of fishing line 

and attach the line to the trellis.  This keeps the plants 

from falling over, eliminating pest damage and being 

able to pick the veggies easier.  I use tomato cages for 

all my tomato plants as soon as they are ready to go 

into the ground.  The vines tend to be much straighter 

and the fruit is much easier to see and take care of. 

This a great time to plant some annuals in your garden 

as well.  A little colour looks nice and your garden 

doesn’t look as bare when it is first starting to grow.  

A good way to mark your rows as well.  

8) If you can, mulch in between your rows.  I used 

sawdust one year and newspaper another year.  This 

helps improve your garden for the next year since 

these decompose.  I use a board for walking in  

between the planted rows and faithfully mark the 

rows. This way, I know when I water, I’m not  

stepping on any of my plants and when I weed, I 

know approximately where the seeds will  

germinate.  You have to keep an eye out for the 

crows.  They love to walk up and down your garden 

picking up the seeds, especially the newly  

germinated ones.  I guess those are the crows  

appetizers. I lost all my corn, peas and beans one 

year to the crows. 
 
9) Water, water, water and only in the morning.  

Once it gets too hot, especially in the afternoons, the 

water will evaporate very quickly, not allowing the 

roots to have any water.  I usually water my gardens 

early in the morning.  Some plants, if watered late 

in the day or evening, tend to get powdery mildew 

(white powder).  If that appears on your plants,  

especially cucumbers, melons, squashes, pumpkins 

and zucchini, you may as well pick them and put 

them in the garbage.  The spores from the mildew 

spread quickly and it won’t be long before your 

green garden looks white.  My rule of thumb for 

watering is to stick my finger into the ground.  This 

way I know how much the roots of the plants are 

getting. 
 
10) Keep an eye out for pests, especially slugs, 

which come out at night to eat the leaves of your 

plants.  We started filling margarine containers with 

a little bit of beer to attract the slugs and it works.  

Little wasps and potato bugs, which look like lady 

bugs but are brown, will eat the leaves of plants 

(you will see little holes in the leaves) as well.   

Because our potato patch is small we hand pick the 

bugs off, but there are chemical free pest control 

products available.  And if you live close to  

someone with rabbits, you may want to consider 

putting up a small fence around your garden.  They 

eat just about everything in sight.  If you decide that 

you want a garden, but don’t have the space or  

ambition to make a garden, try container gardening.  

Follow the same rules for planting but you will have 

to be very diligent with the watering when it starts 

to get hot.  Remember the sun will really dry out the 

soil a lot quicker in containers   

Continued from Page 16 

Continued next page 18 
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 And it doesn’t take long for the roots to start drying 

out.  I have used containers in the front of my house 

and on my deck.  I had potatoes, beans, peas and 

corn in large containers.  I didn’t harvest any corn, 

but the stalks looked pretty. 
 
Good luck with your veggie patch.  My next article 

will provide information on harvesting and how I 

pickle or “put down” my harvest. Remember when 

you plant your seeds or veggies, what is your yield 

going to be.  E.g. potatoes - 5 lbs. for each one you 

plant (that’s what the books say, I say it’s less), peas 

- you need lots of plants if you want to freeze your 

harvest -you may 

get 5 peas to a pod,  

cucumbers once 

they start  

producing  there’s 

no stopping them,  

tomatoes hope you 

can eat lots,  

lettuce stagger 

your planting times 

so that you don’t know what to do with all your let-

tuce. 

 

If you have any questions, give me a call at  

705-843-2051, but please not after 7 p.m., I’m  

usually pretty tired after working in my gardens all 

day.  

W.C Eaket—Outdoors Program 
 

W.C. Eaket holds an Annual Ourdoors program for 

the second semester each year at the high school.  

The program runs from February to June each year, 1 

semester in length. 

In this program, the students learn survival skills, 

how to build an outdoor shelter, read and use a  

compass, set rabbit snares and other survival  

techniques. In the near future, a canoe trip is planned 

along one of the local river routes. 

 

For more information please contact Mr. Forsythe at 

the high school. 

Gardening continued…. From previous page. 

Answer to wordsearch: 
 
They lived along the North Shore of Lake Huron 

and migrated to Southern On. 

Top photo: Instructor Mike Muscat instructing Courtney Morn-

ingstar on the use of a chainsaw. 

 

Lower photo: Shania Gionette and Lindsey Rietz revving up 

their saws to begin cutting again. 

On Thunderbirds 
Source: Traditional Ojibway religion & Its Historical Changes 

by Christopher Vecsey 

 

In order to counterpart the influence of the  

Underwater Manito, Nanabozhho created the  

Thunderbirds, enormous birds of the hawk family 

seen most often in visions, but who manifested  

themselves through thunder and lightening.  They 

threw their lighting balls or bolts to the earth to kill 

the  

Underwater Manito or its allies: their powers also 

punished Indians who broke traditions and moral 

rules.  The thunderbirds controlled air animals. 

Mississauga First Nation Library is looking for extra  

volunteers. If you have extra time on your hands, please feel 

free to call the Library at 705-356-3590.  
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Ojibwa Prayer 
 

Oh Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds And whose breath gives life to eve-

ryone, Hear me. 

I come to you as one of your many children; 

I am weak, I am small, I need your wisdom and your strength. 

Let me walk in beauty, and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunsets. 

Make my hands respect the things you have made, and make my ears sharp so I may hear your voice. 

Make me wise, so that I may understand what you have taught my people and 

The lessons you have hidden in each leaf and each rock. 

I ask for wisdom and strength,  

Not to be superior to my brothers, but to be able to fight my greatest enemy, myself. 

Make me ever ready to come before you with clean hands and a straight eye, So as life fades away as  

a fading sunset, My spirit may come to you without shame. 

 

-Author Unknown 

Traditional Anishnawbek Government and Re-

source Management 

 

Traditional Anishnawbek decision-making involved 

the entire community. The nation itself was  

comprised of family units who shared equal voice 

and power.  The chiefs, “were simply first among 

equals. They had no independent decision-makers 

powers.” As a result, decision-making was built on 

consensus. To achieve consensus, everyone must be 

heard and must be knowledgeable about the issues at 

hand. Clans played an important role in the political  

process, each clan holding different but  

complementary roles and responsibilities. 

 

In the past people moved from family-based inland 

hunting and trapping areas in the winter to summer 

fishing camps made up of larger groupings. 

 

Under the traditional system of resource  

management, people knew the limits, what behavior 

was permitted. Direction was permitted and what 

was not. Traditional resource management was  

controlled by an internalized system of commonly 

held values. Direction was provided within the  

family or by informal leaders who were recognized 

to hold authority in particular areas. 

Taken from:  History of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians of Michigan by: Andrew J. Blackbird 
 

I have never heard any boy or grown person utter any bad language, even if they were not out of  

patience with anything. Swearing and profanity was never heard among the Ottawa and Chippewa tribes of 

Indians, and not even found in their language. 

Earth Week—April 22nd—25th 

 
Monday 22nd: Parks & Community Clean-up  

Time: (10 am—12 pm) 

Please meet at the Dream Catcher Complex! 

 

Tuesday 23rd: Red Pine Lodge Clean-up/garden  

Time: 10 am—12 pm 

Please meet at the Dream Catcher Complex 

 

Wednesday 24th: Hazardous Waste Pick-up and 

Tree Planting.  

Time: 10 am—12 pm 

Please meet at the Dream Catcher Complex 

 

Thursday 25th: Greenhouse building, Children’s 

colouring contest and Barbecue at the Dream Catcher 

Complex  

Time: 12 pm—6 pm 

 

For more information contact: Terry-Lynn, Carla 

Marcellus, Alesia Boyer, Amber Niganobe, Perry-

Joe Boyer, Melissa Morningstar and Kim Cada 

705-356-1621 

 



Linda Vincent 
 

705-843-2051 

 
Certified in Aromatherapy 

& Reflexology. 

Teacher/Practitioner in Reiki & 

Crystal Work,  

Metamorphic Technique & 

Facial Message. 100%  essential oils,  

Aromatherapy products, 

crystals & Semi-precious 

jewellery also available    

Nog Da Win Da Min Family & Community  

Services 

405 Gran Street 

Sault Ste Marie, ON P6A 5K9 

Licensed Foster Care Program 

Covering Sault Ste Marie to Sudbury: The  

surrounding area and the Seven First Nations along 

the North Shore 

We need foster parents 

For more information, please call: 

1-800-465--0999 or 1-705-946-3700 

Visit us online at 

http://www.nog.ca 

P.O Box 1299 
148 Village Road 
Blind River, ON 
P0R 1B0 

M I S S I S S A U G A  F I R S T  N A T I O N  

  




